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To
My Wife
Vivian Enola
who has been my constant companion,
perpetual inspiration and never-failing
source of encouragement through difficult student days and in the ministry
to which God has called.

PREFACE
THE PASTOR AS TEACHER
The true pastor is also a teacher. The office of pastor
and teacher is one office according to Ephesians 4:11. Per
haps one of the reasons for the lack of biblical knowledge
on the part of so many church members is that the pastor
has not fulfilled his ministry of teaching. This book is an
effort to encourage the pastor to launch out in a definite
teaching emphasis.
THE ORIGIN OF THIS HANDBOOK
In the first year of my ministry in Calvary Church God
graciously gave us many souls. The burden for the teaching
of these fine men and women pressed heavily upon me. Finally,
I made an outline of the studies I felt would be most helpful
to the new converts and announced a special study class.
The response was most gratifying. For six months a group
of new Christians met each Wednesday evening after the
mid-week service, and together we worked through the mimeo
graphed outline studies I had prepared. I was so impressed
with the evident blessing of God upon this method that I
determined to maintain a similar course of study as long as
there were people interested in enrolling.
HOW TO USE THE BOOK
It is a good plan to give the study group a name.
Ours we called the "ABC Club" because we were taking
up a study of the ABC's of the Christian faith, and because
the aim of the course was to produce "Active Bible Christians."
Now, may I suggest a method of getting started and
also indicate how the Hand book may be used in the study
v

class. The pastor will announce through the church bulletin
that he is inaugurating the study group designed especially
for new Christians, although any person ought to be welcome.
A neat list will have been tacked to the bulletin board in the
vestibule of the church for those interested to sign. The
evening of the regular mid-week service seems a good time
to meet because such a plan does not necessitate another
night out of the Christian's already busy weekly schedule.
The pastor, or the one appointed to lead the study
group, might profitably spend the opening session in distribut
ing the Hand book and in scanning through the book with
the class. He can stress the importance of the study,
emphasize the aims he hopes to accomplish in the course,
and make the assignment for the next session. It would be
well to conlude the first session with a round of prayer asking
God to make the studymeaningful to each one of the members
of the class.
Each chapter closes with a list of review questions.
The assignment can be based on these questions. The leader
may assign the questions for the next session before work
has been done in class on the chapter being studied, or, he
may wish to study the section in class first, then assign the
questions for review for the opening part of the next session.
During each session the pastor or leader will read the
section being studied, heading by heading. During the study
he will add his own comments, observations, illustrations, etc.
Then the class will look up, in their Bibles, the verses indicated
and a discussion will be carried on as it arises from the read
ing and study of the Scripture involved.
Do not hurry. The learning process is slow. Take all
the time necessary to insure full understanding on the part of
each member of the class. Give plenty of time for discus
sion and the answering of questions. Let the class know that
vi

none of their questions are considered foolish. Encourage
them to ask questions and to enter the discussion. Make
the study practical. Apply the truth as you move through
the study. Have several members of the class lead out in
prayer at the conclusion of each session.
The Handbook might also be profitably used in young
people's meetings either Sunday evening or for a week-night
club. The various passages of Scripture could be assigned
before the study is made and each one participating would
be ready to read his verse. Or, the entire group might look
up each reference and read the passage in unison.
The Handbook affords a simple course of study for
any Christian group composed of new Christians or of believers
who have not had much opportunity to make a survey study
of the basic truths of the Christian faith.
Some pastors or church-leaders may want to use the
Handbook in the midweek service. Much the same policy
would be followed here as suggested in the material regarding
the pastor's "ABC Club."
I am deeply indebted to Dr. Wallace Emerson, head
of the department of Christian Education at the Bible Institute
of Los Angeles, for suggestions made after reading the manuscript.
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CHAPTER

I

CHRIST AND THE HOME

Introduction. This is an age of decay and disintegration
in every realm of human life. We are witnessing the dis
solution of governments, of social institutions and of the moral
fabric of society. Monarchical and democratic forms of gov
ernment are giving way to communism and socialism. Public
education is becoming more godless with each passing decade.
Churches are fast deteriorating into mere social clubs.
This same malignancy is all too prevalent in the home
which is becoming a mere eating and sleeping station with
little or no character molding influence on the children. Be
cause the home is the basic unit of society the Church cannot
and must not ignore the challenge it presents. Our study
of the home is designed to show the importance of the home,
the essential elements of a happy Christian home, and the
Scriptural relationships of the Christian home.

1A.THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HOME. That the home is
the most important social institution in the world is evident
from the following facts:

1B. The home is the first divinely ordained institution.
The sacred relationship of husband and wife constitut
ing the home is one of the first facts to greet us in
the opening chapters of the Bible. (Gen. 1:26-31;
2:18-25). These passages teach a number of truths
concerning the establishment of the home.
1C.A man and his wife together are constituted in
the image of God. Together, husband and wife,
as one fiesh, have the God-given and marvelous
power of procreation. In this they share in the
creative power of God. (Gen. 1:26-28).

2C. Husband and wife are made one flesh in
their union. (Gen. 2:24). This verse indicates
that the original purpose of God was that each
home consist of one husband and one wife with
their children. The practice of polygamy (more
than one wife) and divorce were never intended
by the Almighty. They are the products of sin
in the human heart.

3C. The formation of a home is the natural and in
tended order. The natural and normal development is for the man to leave his father and
mother and cleave unto his wife for the purpose
of establishing a home. (Gen. 2:24).
2B. The Home is the Basic Unit of Society. As such
it is to be held in honor and is to be protected at any
cost. The importance of the home as the basic unit
of society and civilization is seen from the following
observations:

1C. Parents are to be held in honor by their children.
This is the fifth commandment of the holy ten
and stands first at the list of those command
ments having to do with man's relation to man.
It is the first commandment with promise, and
the promise has to do with long life. In other
words, the health of society depends on the at
titude held toward the home. Disobedience to
parents is rebellion and anarchy. That spirit
taken outside the home results in wars and op
pression. There can be no peace where the
home is not honored. (Exodus 20:12; Eph.

6:1-3).
2C. The sanctity and sacredness of the home is not
to be violated. The seventh commandment and
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tenth have to do with the sanctity of the home.
The command and warning of God against
adultery is echoed and reechoed throughout
the Bible because this sin is a death blow
struck at the very foundation of society. (Ex.
20:14, 17).

3C. Divorce is contrary to the will of God and is to
be permitted only upon the clearly defined condi
tions set forth in the New Testament. Our Lord,
in Matt. 19:3-12 indicates the divine ruling
concerning divorce. There He states that un
faithfulness to the marriage vows is the only
ground of Scriptural divorce. Christian young
people must be made to see the seriousness of
the marriage relationship so that they enter it
only in the leading of the Lord and with the
understanding that it is to be a permanent rela
tionship.
3B. The Home is the Basic Unit of the Church. When
the home breaks down the church breaks up. Strong
homes promote strong churches, and this is the divine
purpose and ideal.

1C. The Old Testament Church was organized
around the home. The books of Numbers and
Deuteronomy indicate that the family was the
basic unit of the congregation of Israel. Much
emphasis is placed on the religious instruction
of the children by the father throughout the
Old Testament. Always the children of Israel
were counted according to their families.

2C. The New Testament emphasises the family re
lationship to the Church (Acts 16:31-33; Eph.

5:22-6:4). The ideal
3

is for the entire family to

be in the church and recognized as a part of the
visible church.

3C. The New Testament makes the family a true
type of Christ and the Church. (Eph. 5:22-33).
The relationship of husband and wife in its
intimacy and permanency and affection for
shadows the relationship of Christ and His
Church.

2A. THE

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A HAPPY CHRISTIAN

HOME. No doubt it is the desire of every sincere young
person entering into marriage to establish a truly happy
home. In order to this end there are certain conditions
set forth by the New Testament which must be considered
and obeyed.

1B. There must be a mutual experience with Jesus Christ.
No home can be ideally Christian unless both mother
and father are true Christians with Christ in their
hearts and in their home. (Amos 3:3, II Cor. 6:1418). It is the part of wisdom for young people to
seek out friends among God's children, to pray
earnestly for God's guidance in the matter of a life
mate, and to be sure that the one settled on has had
a genuine experience with Jesus Christ.

2B. There must be a mutual desire to have a truly Christian
home. This must be the goal of both husband and
wife, and together they must put into practice the
principles they learn from the Bible regarding the
kind of home that honors God and where the Spirit
delights to dwell. These principles are set forth
beautifully in I Cor. 13 in which chapter the theme
is Christian love. Notice carefully the character of
such love: it is patient, kind, unselfish, humble, gentle,
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trusting, etc. Where this kind of love abounds there
is a truly Christian home.
3B. There must be the mutual practice of prayer. Some
one has rightly stated that "the family that prays
together stays together". At some time during the
day the entire family ought to be called together
for family prayer-the observance of the "family
altar."
1C. This ought to be united worship. The entire
family should be present if possible to partici
pate in this holy time.

2C. This ought to be regular worship. The family
time of worship ought to be considered the most
important family function, and should never be
dismissed only for emergency.
3C. This ought to be cooperative worship. There
should be something for each member of the
family to do. Little children will love action
songs and choruses. Every member of the family
should be given an opportunity to take part either
in Scripture reading or memory work, or in
prayer, or in both.

4C. This ought to be reverent worship. The home
is the proper place to teach reverence, not the
church. Children are noisy and irreverent in
church because they are not taught to regard
sacred things at home.
3A. THE SCRIPTURAL RELATIONSHIPS OF THE HOME. It is
at this point that many families are weak. The strict
observance of the Scriptural order of the family is of ut
most importance for the blessing of God and the happiness
of the home. Members of the family ought to consider
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prayerfully and carefully the teaching of Eph. 5:22-6:4
and I Peter 3:1-7.
1B. The Place of the Husband in the Home. The hus
band is the head of the House. This does not mean
that he is to be a bully or a dictator, but what
Christian man would want to be? The passage does
mean that the husband is the recognized head of the
home and should be honored as such by every member
of the family.
1C. As head of the house he is to love his wife. Not
only is he to love her in theory but in actuality,
that is, let him show his love by acts of kindness
and courtesy, by faithful care and support, by
concern for her comfort and happiness. (Eph.
5:25).
2C. As head of the house he is to consider his wife as
he does his own body. (Eph. 5:28) . Certainly
this will dissipate any tendency to selfishness
and discourtesy.
3C. As head of the house he is to order its affairs.
Some husbands take no interest in anything but
business, whereas their responsibility is in the
the home. They are to be concerned and take
an interest in the raising of the children. Especial
ly are they to take the leadership in the spiritual
life of the home and every member of it.
2B. The Place of the Wife in the Home. She is to be
in subjection to her husband in all things. The mod
ern wife does not like this, but the Christian wife
recognizes the divine wisdom of the order and regu
lates her life and home accordingly.
1C. She is to be obedient to her husband. (Eph.
5:24). This is the will of God for her. In-
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subordination on the part of the wife leads to
disharmony in the home. The spirit of wrangling
anarchy spreads to the children and tends to
make them emotionally unstable and insecure.

2C. She is

to

have a meek and quiet spirit. (I Peter

3:4). Surely this is the acme of womanly charm,
and the assurance of a truly Christian home.

3B. The Place of Children in the Home. By all means
let every Christian home have children. The divine
intention in the institution of the home was for the
purpose of promoting the family. (Gen. 1:28). No
home is worthy of the name if children are post
poned or unwanted. But when children come they
must be taught to take their place in the divine order.

1C. Children are to obey their parents. This is both
for the happiness of the home and the good of
the child. A child who is permitted to run
the home and order the parents is in great
danger of personality destruction and is liable
to be a detriment to society. Parents are to de
mand obedience in love. (Eph. 6:1-3).

2C. Children are to be taught the Christian faith in
the home. (Eph. 6:4). The neglect of this duty
is tragic. One hour in the Sunday School on
Sunday is not enough for the inculcation of
Christian truth and Christian principles. This
must be done in the home. A child's first and
lasting impressions of Christ and His Church
are received at home.

Conclusion.

The most important bulwark against the
enemies of all we hold dear in this land of freedom and op
portunity is the Christian home. The future of the Church
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depends upon the Christian home. May the Lord, in this dark
day, raise up innumerable young men and women who will,
by His grace, establish and maintain a home which is truly
Christian.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER I
1. What three facts indicate the great importance of the
home?
2. What power has been given to man indicating his likeness to God?
3. How does the Genesis account of the formation of the
home prove that the practice of polygamy is not the divine
intention?
4. What is the meaning of Gen. 2:24?
5. State three evidences that show the home to be the basic
unit of society. Briefly explain.
6. In what three ways does the Bible teach us that the home
is the basic unit of the Church?
7. Briefly state the three essentials of a happy home.
8. Briefly discuss the method of the "family altar".
9. What does the Scripture teach as to the place of the
husband in the home?
10. What does the Scripture teach as to the place of the wife
in the home?
11. What does the Scripture teach as to the place of the
children in the home?
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CHAPTER

II

THE STORY OF OUR BIBLE

Introduction. The Bible is the most amazing Book in
the world of literature. It is a marvel in its content and a
miracle in its preservation. It is the most influential Book in
the world. It is the textbook of every true Christian and
of every truly Christian Church. Because of its tremendous
importance every Christian ought to know something of its
history.
A. Basic Assumptions Regarding the Bible. Before one
attempts to study the Bible with a view to understanding
its message he should assume certain well-established
facts:
1. The Fact of God. Once let a man accept the fact of
God as He is presented in the Bible and the Bible
becomes not only a possibility but a necessity. A
God such as the Bible presents must reveal Himself
for Love is self-revealing.
2. The Need for such a Book as the Bible. Because
man is finite and sinful he needs just such a revela
tion as the Bible gives. He needs to know God and
the will of God for his life-this information the
Bible alone gives.
3. The Trustworthiness of the Bible. If a person is to
get the most out of his Bible he must accept the
Bible as the Word of God. This acceptance is not
required without sufficient evidence of the trustworthi
ness of the Bible. Such evidence is ready at hand:
a. Our Lord Jesus believed, accepted and used the
same O.T. that we have today (Luke 24:44).
b. The high and lofty character of the content of the
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Bible is evidence that it is from God. Man could
never even think of the truths contained in the Bible.
c. The historical accuracy of the Bible proves its
trustworthiness. The science of archaeology is every
day digging up evidences of the historical accuracy
of the Bible.
d. The fulfilled prophecies of the Bible indicate its
supernatural character.
e. The completeness of the Bible indicates its divine
origin. The Bible traces the history of God's deal
ings with the world from the beginning to the very
end of time. Who could do this but God?
B. Basic Facts About the Bible. There are certain facts
about the Bible as a book that are helpful in an under
standing of the Book itself.
1. The Title "Bible". This title comes from a Greek
word meaning "book". In later centuries the singular
term was applied to all the books of the Bible as a
unit implying the unity of the message of the Bible.
2. The Divisions of the Bible. There are two major
divisions: the Old Testament and the New Testa
ment. The Word "testament" means covenant or
promise. The O.T. is the promise of God to provide
a Saviour: the N.T. is the promise of God to save
all who put their trust in that Saviour. There are 39
books in the O.T., and 27 books in the N.T.; 66
books in all.

3. The original language and structure of the Bible
books. The O.T. was written in Hebrew and the
N.T. was written in Greek. Each of the books was
written on parchment scrolls. There were no Chapter
and verse divisions in the original manuscripts. These
were added later (chapter divisions were first used
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in A.D. 1525; verse divisions were first used in
A .D. 1551).
1A. THE STORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. There is no way
of telling how old the world is or how long man has been
on the earth. But this is not important. The history of
God's dealings with His creatures was preserved from
earliest times both by written record and oral transmission.
The accuracy of these records and reports is confirmed
by science.

1B. The Formation of the Old Testament.
1C. The language. As has been indicated the Old
Testament was written in Hebrew, a branch of
Semitic languages. Biblical Hebrew is a language
of great beauty and adaptability in the trans
mission of revelation.
2C. The writing and collection of O.T. Books. The
O.T. was written during the years from about
1400 B.C. to 300 B.C. All the books of the
O.T. were completed and accepted as inspired
by God's people by about 300 B.C.
3C. The organization of the O.T. Books. The ar
rangement of the books in the ancient Hebrew
O.T. differs somewhat from the order in our
present O.T., but the identical books were includ
ed in both arrangements. The Hebrew O.T. was
arranged according to author; our O.T. books
are arranged according to subject matter.
1D. The Hebrew order of books. In the Hebrew
Bible the books are arranged according to
author as follows:
I. The Law (the five books of Moses)

II. The Prophets (including Joshua, Judges,

15

Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezek
ial and the twelve minor prophets. )
III. The Writings (including all the other
books not in the other two divisions)
2D. The present order of O.T. books. In our
Bibles the books are arranged according to
subject matter as follows:
I. The Law (five books of Moses)
II. History (Joshua through Esther)
III. Poetry (Job through Song of Solomon)
IV. Prophecy (Isaiah through Malachi)
2B. The Translations of the Old Testament. Through
the centuries a number of important translations of
the O.T. Scripture have been made.
1C. The Septuagint (word means "seventy" as the
translation is supposed to have been done by
seventy scholars). This was a Greek translation
of the O.T. dating to about 250 B.C. This
Greek translation was made necessary because
of the wide-spread use of the Greek language
as the common language of the Roman Empire.
2C. The Latin Vulgate (word means "common").
The Hebrew O.T. was translated into Latin
by Jerome about A.D. 400. This is the official
translation of the Roman Catholic Church.
3C. The English Bible. The first translation of the
Hebrew O.T. into English was accomplished
through John Wycliffe and was edited in A.D.
1382. This translation was based on the Latin
Vulgate.
3B. The Apocryphal books of the O.T. In some Bibles
(for example the Douai Version used by the Roman
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Catholic Church) you will find about 14 other books
not included in our Bibles. These books were written
between the Testaments (i.e., in the 400 years from
the writing of Malachi to the writing of the first
N.T. book) and are not generally accepted by
God's people as inspired writings. The Roman
Catholics include them because in them they find
authority for many of their peculiar doctrines.
2A. THE STORY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. For about 15
or 20 years following the Death and Resurrection of
Christ there were no written accounts of His Life. But
soon it was felt that a permanent record was needed, and,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, men chosen by
Him, began their work of writing.

1B. The Formation of the New Testament.
1C. The Language of the N.T. Because the verna
cular language of the Empire at the time of
Christ and during the first century of the Christian
era was Greek, therefore the writers of the N.T.
wrote their works in that language. Greek has
been called the most perfect vehicle of thought
ever devised.
2C. The writing and collection of the N.T. books.
All the 27 books of our N.T. were written and
in circulation by the end of the first century!
By the end of the second century all of these
books were universally accepted by God's peo
ple and recognized as inspired. These 27 books
complete the number of inspired books of the
Bible and bring the total number to 66.
3C. The Organization of the N.T. books. The N.T.
falls naturally into six groupings:
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1D. The Gospels (an inspired account of the
Life of Christ).
2D. The Acts of the Apostles (an inspired ac
count of the origin and expansion of the
Christian Church).
3D. The Epistles of Paul (an inspired explana
tion of the meaning of Christ's Life and
Death).
4D. The Epistle of Hebrews (an inspired ex
position of the New Covenant).
5D. The General Epistles (inspired instructions
to all Christians).
6D. The Revelation (an inspired prophetic ac
count of the last days and the culmination
of God's purpose in the world and in the
Church).

2B. Important Translations of the New Testament.
1C. The Latin Vulgate. Translated from the Greek
by Jerome about A.D. 400.
2C. The English N.T. First translated from the
Latin by John Wycliffe in A.D. 1380.

Summary.
As we have thus completed our study of
the physical features of the Bible let us thank God that this
Book is now an open Book for all who care to know its
teachings, and let us purpose in our hearts that by His grace
and help we will become masters of the Book that it may
master us.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER II
1. What are three basic assumptions which ought to precede
a study of the Bible? Briefly explain these assumptions.
2. State at least five evidences for the trustworthiness of the
Bible.
3. List and explain the three facts about the Bible given in
the lesson.
4. What is the original language of the Old Testament?
5. During what approximate time span was the Old Testa
ment written?
6. What was the basis of the arrangement of the Old Testa
ment books in the Hebrew Bible?
7. What was the basis of the arrangement of the Old Testa
ment books in our present Old Testament?
8. Give the order of arrangement in our present Old Testa
ment.
9. Name the three most important translations of the Hebrew
Old Testament.
10. What are the Apocryphal books of the Old Testament?
11. What was the original language of the New Testament?
12. By what date were all of our New Testament books com
pleted?
13. Give the six groups in the arrangement of the New
Testament books.
14. State the two important translations of the Greek New
Testament.
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CHAPTER

III

THE STRUCTURE AND CENTRAL THEME
OF THE SCRIPTURES
INTRODUCTION

A. Key Verses on Bible Study
1. Psalm 119:18 "Open thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of thy law." This verse
has to do with illumination. No one can understand
the Bible apart from the illuminating work of the
Holy Spirit. (see also I Cor. 2:14)
2. II Timothy 2:15 "Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth." This verse has
to do with perspiration. No Christian can expect to
know his Bible apart from hard work.
3. Jeremiah 15:16 "Thy words were found and I did
eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart." This verse has to do with
assimilation. Just as food has to be digested before
it can become a part of the body, so the Word of
God has to be thoroughly assimilated in order to
become a part of the life.
4. II Tim. 3:16-17 "All Scripture is given by inspira
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works." This passage has to
do with preparation. The Word of God prepares
the Christian for a life of usefulness for Christ.
5. II Peter 3:18 "But grow in grace, and in the know
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him
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be glory both now and for ever." This verse has to
do with continuation. The Christian is to experience
constant and steady development in his Christian
life.
6. Psalm 119:11 "Thy word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against thee." This has to do with
sanctification. The chief purpose of studying the
Bible is in order to conform our lives with the will
of God. This is sanctification, or holy living.

B. The Central theme of the Bible is the story of redemp
tion. The central figure of the Bible is Jesus Christ,
God's Son, and the Saviour of the world. The central
verse of the Bible is John 3:16. Thus Christ is the key
to the Scriptures, and no one can understand the Bible
who does not see Him as the Hero.

C. The Broad Outline of the Bible. Dr. C. I. Scofield has
given one of the simplest and best comprehensive out
lines of the Bible and the one that we shall follow in
our study. He sees five lines of development in the Bible
story.

I. Preparation (for the coming of Christ into the
world) The Old Testament is the story of this
preparation.
II. Manifestation (The Gospels) In the Gospels Christ
is presented as the fulfillment of many Old Testa
ment promises.

III. Propagation (The Acts of the Apostles) In the
book of Acts the Church is empowered and or
ganized and there begins to fulfill her God-appointed
task of witnessing unto Jesus Christ.
IV. Explanation (The Epistles) The epistles of Paul
and the other authors of the New Testament epistles
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give the inspired interpretation of the meaning of
the life and death of God's Son.
V. Culmination (the Revelation) The last book of the
Bible describes the completion of the Church and
the events to take place at the close of this age.

1A.THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD FOR THE COMING
OF JESUS CHRIST. God's people were prepared for the
coming into the world of the Lord Jesus Christ by the
sacred literature of the chosen people. This literature we
call the Old Testament. The Old Testament contains
three distinct sections according to subject matter: 1)
history 2) poetry 3) prophecy. The historical section
shows how God's providential leading of His people kept
them in line with His will until they had accomplished
His purpose in producing the Son of God according to
the flesh. The poetical section expressed the longing and
hopes of God's people, and pictures in song and symbol
the coming Saviour's Person and work. The prophetic
section of the Old Testament instructed God's people
at each stage of their spiritual experience and kept ever
before them the expectancy of the coming of the Messiah,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

1B. Preparation by Providence (history). The historical
section of the O.T. begins with Genesis and ends
with Esther (17 books). The events recorded begin
with creation and close with the captivity of God's
people under the Babylonians in the 6th century
B.C. This section shows how wonderfully the hand
of God shaped events and circumstances in the ful
filling of His holy will in the preparation of the world
for the coming of His Son.
Genesis is the book of beginnings. It
traces the story of God's dealings with His

1C. Genesis.
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creatures from the creation to the call of Moses.
Genesis has been called the "seed-plot" of the
Bible because every major truth concerning God
and His will for man are included in the book.
2C. Exodus. Exodus is the book of deliverance. This
book traces the further history of God's deal
ings with His people from the call of Moses to
the stay of the people at Mt. Sinai. The people
were delivered by God's power from the bond
age of Egypt and led to the Arabian peninsula,
where, at St. Sinai. they were fashioned into a
nation-church.
3C. Leviticus. Leviticus is the book of worship. The
central truth of Leviticus is that man is sinful
and unclean, and that he can come into God's
presence only through the mediation of an in
nocent sacrifice for sin. Leviticus is full of sacred
symbolism concerning the atoning work of Jesus
Christ the sinner's Substitute.
4C. Numbers. Numbers is the book of service. The
book is of great value in indicating the special
function of every member of the Church, and
in further tracing the development of God's peo
ple as they journeyed toward the land of Canaan.
5C. Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy is the book of warn
ing. Over and over Moses warns the people
that disobedience to the word and will of God
spells trouble. The history of Israel through the
centuries up to the present day witnesses the
truthfulness of this book.
6C. Joshua. Joshua is the book of conquest and victory.
The book describes how God's people captured
the land of Canaan and how they divided the
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land among the tribes of Israel. The book
is full of spiritual application for those of God's
people who would conquer their spiritual enemies.
7C. Judges. Judges is the book of confusion. The
book shows how God's people are thrown into
a state of chaos when they fail to maintain a
strict separation from the world.
8C. Ruth. This book describes a sweet love story
of importance in the Bible as a link in the royal
lineage of king David and hence of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
9C. Samuel. These two books trace the further de
velopment of the nation Israel as they changed
from a theocracy (under the direct guidance
of God) to a monarchy with David as the king
and chief figure.
10C. Kings. These two books continue the narrative
of Israel's history from the death of David to the
fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. They record the
rise of the important office of the prophet.
11C. Chronicles These two books are somewhat a
repetition of the history of Kings, but are writ
ten from the viewpoint of an Old Testament
priest. They show the purpose and providence
of God at work.
12C. Ezra and Nehemiah. These two books were
written to describe the captivity experiences of
God's people after their capture by the Baby
lonians. After seventy years of exile some of
the Jews were allowed to return and to rebuild
Jerusalem. The books abound with spiritual
truths relating to loyalty and faithfulness in the
service of God.
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13C. Esther. This little book teaches the overruling
providence of God, and gives an historical in
sight into the life and times of the people during
the captivity.
2B. Preparation by Poetry. Following the book of Esther
come five poetical books. These books were written
in the form of Hebrew poetry although this form
is not evidenced in the King's James translation. The
Revised Version prints the books in their original
poetical form. The poetical section of the O.T.
deals with the innermost spiritual experiences of
God's people-their joys and sorrows, their hopes
and fears. Thus they speak a universal language.
1C. Job. This grand book is an inspired commentary
on the way to meet life's adversities. Job is one
of the finest examples of true faith and patient
waiting and implicit trust in God.
2C. Psalms. The book of Psalms contains a collection
of 150 inspired songs used in the worship of
God by the people of O.T. times. These songs
have been loved and used by God's people
through the centuries as a guide in devotion to
the Lord.
3C. Proverbs. This book contains a collection of in
spired wisdom bearing on the important rela
tionships of life.
4C. Ecclesiastes. This book is designed to teach
the vanity of human life without God. Ec
clesiastes imparts a true philosophy of life--live
simply and happily in harmony with the will
of God.
5C. Song of Solomon. This lovely story of true
human love has two purposes: first, to give an
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inspired account of the beauty and holiness of
pure human love; second, to present an inspired
picture of the intimate relationship existing be
tween Christ and the believing soul.
3B. Preparation by Prophecy. The third major section
of the O.T. contains the writings of the prophets.
The great O.T. prophets lived and preached and
wrote during the four hundred years from about 800
to 400 B.C. The ministry of the prophets climaxed
O.T. revelation. The writings of the prophets are
drivided into two groups: 1) the major prophets, so
called because their works are long; and 2) the
minor prophets, so called because their works are
comparatively short.
1C. The Major Prophets. There are four major
prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial and Daniel.
1D. Isaiah. This book is called the Gospel of the
O.T. because of the many references to the
coming of the Saviour (see, for example,
chapter 53). Isaiah is filled with glowing
accounts about the second coming of Christ
as well as about the first coming.
2D. Jeremiah. This prophet spoke out against
the dead formalism of his day and warned
the nation of Israel of God's certain judg
ment for their sins. Jeremiah showed the personal character of true religion and pro
phecied the first and second coming of Christ.
3D. Ezekial. This great prophet has a two-fold
application: 1) first, the book is to be inter
preted literally as a glowing description of
the Kingdom of Christ on earth when the
Lord returns to rule and reign for a thousand
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years. 2) Secondly, the prophecy has a spirit
ual application in foretelling the spiritual
kingdom of Christ in His true Church.
4D. Daniel. This book contains one of the most
important and interesting prophecies in the
O.T. The work sketches the history of the
world from the time of Daniel to the time of
Christ in His second coming.
2C. The Minor Prophets. The last twelve books of
the O.T. contain the writings of the so-called
minor prophets. These important little books
describe the spiritual condition of God's people
at the time they were written; they also contain
the warnings of the Lord against sin and dis
obedience. The minor prophets predict the severe
judgment of the Lord sure to fall on the nations
of the world, and then promise the sure corning
of the Messiah to establish His kingdom.
1D. Hosea. This is one of the earliest of the pro
phetic writings. It shows the tragedy of
spiritual adultery, that is, the unfaithfulness
of God's people to Him Who had loved
them and redeemed them.
2D. Joel. This book is a powerful prophecy of
the coming judgment of God. It d escribes
the reasons for God's anger and the awful
ness of His wrath.
3D. Amos. Amos is another prophet of doom.
He shows the certainty of God's righteous
judgment on the chosen people because of
their sins. As is true of most of the prophecies
of the O.T. the book of Amos has a two
fold application: 1) first, to the day in
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which it was written as a warning to the
people; and 2) second, to the future, at
which time God is going to judge all nations
and then establish His Kingdom on earth.
4D. Obadiah. This short prophecy is intended
both for the day in which the prophet lived
and for the future. The book foretells the
doom of all God's enemies at the end of
the age.
5D. Jonah. This is a graphic autobiography
showing the impossibility of a man's escap
ing God, and the certainty of God's will
being done by His chosen instrument, even
if God has to deal severely with His servant
in order to secure his obedience. The book is
also of great value in hinting at the love of
God for the Gentiles as well as for His own
people. Jonah was sent to the Gentiles.
6D. Micah. Here is a prophecy of future hope
for Israel, God's chosen nation. This
prophecy will be literally fulfilled in the
coming Kingdom of Christ.
7D. Nahum. This little book is a prophecy of
judgment against the wicked city of Nine
vah. The book sets forth the eternal princi
ple of justice and shows that God will avenge
the righteous and punish all the wicked.
8D. Habakkuk. The prophet speaks to encour
age God's people in steadfastness and trust
in the Lord.
9D. Zephaniah. This book contains a prophecy
of Israel's punishment (now in progress
since the rejection of Christ), and of their
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future restoration and glory. This truth is
becoming more meaningful all the time as
we see Israel now being restored to their
own land.
10D. Haggai. Written to encourage God's people
in the rebuilding of the holy city after the
destruction by Nebuchadnezzar. The book
is filled with practical helps for all today
who would build for God.
11D. Zechariah. Here is another prophet who
wrote to encourage the restored Jews to their
work of rebuilding Jerusalem. This is an
important prophetic work in that it also
speaks of the restoration of the present city
of Jerusalem by the Jews. This prophecy
therefore is even now in the process of ful
fillment!
12D. Malachi. This prophet charges God's peo
ple with unfaithfulness and promises cer
tain judgent. The book also contains a pro
phecy of the second coming of Christ.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER III
1. Quote from memory the six verses suggested as key verses
for Bible study. Include the references.
2. What is the central theme of the Bible?
3. Give the broad outline of the Bible as suggested by C. I.
Scofield.
4. What are the three separate divisions of the Old Testa
ment?
5. What is the chief purpose of each division?
6. Give a brief epitome of each book in the historical section
of the Old Testament.
7. What are the five books included in the poetical section
of the Old Testament.
8. Give a brief epitome of each of the five books in the
poetical section of the Old Testament.
9. Name the four "major" prophets.
10. Why are these four books called "major" prophets?
11. What is the chief purpose of each of the major prophets?
12. Name the books included in the "minor" prophets.
13. Why are these books called the "minor" prophets?
14. Give a brief epitome of each of the minor prophets.
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CHAPTER

IV

THE STRUCTURE AND CENTRAL THEME
OF THE BIBLE (Continued)
2A. THE MANIFESTATION OF JESUS CHRIST. (The Gos
pels). In the Gospels the Lord Jesus Christ is presented
as the promised Saviour of the Old Testament (Gen.
3:15; Isa. 53, etc.) Although the Gospels were not writ
ten first in time, yet they are rightly placed at the beginning
of the New Testament because the Life and Death of
Jesus Christ is the very foundation of the Christian Church.

The meaning of the word Gospel. The word "Gos
pel", comes from the old English word "godspel", i.e.,
news about God. In the Greek the word means "to proclaim" in its verb form, and "good news" in its noun form.
The reason for four Gospels. A number of reasons
for the fact of four Gospels rather than just one come
to mind. They are listed below:
1. The very fact that there are four Gospels indicates
the vast importance God places upon the record of
His Son.
2. In order to present a full-orbed view of the matchless
Son of God it was necessary to give us four portraits,
each a different pose, so to speak. Thus Matthew pre
sents Christ as the King, Mark presents Christ as the
Suffering Servant, Luke presents Christ as the Perfect
Man, and John presents Christ as the Universal Divine

Saviour.
1B. The Gospel of Matthew. This Gospel was written
by Matthew (Levi), a Jewish tax-collector before his
call and conversion (Matt. 9:9). It is written to
the Jew in order to convince him that Jesus Christ
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was the Messiah promised in the Old Testament.
For this reason the Gospel of Matthew contains more
quotations from the O.T. than the other three Gospels
put together.
2B. The Gospel of Mark. This Gospel was written by
Mark, a convert of the Apostle Peter (I Peter 5:13).
It is seemingly addressed to Gentiles as evidenced
by the many careful explanations of Jewish customs,
etc. The Roman soldiers would be much impressed
by this study of the Life of Christ because of the
action and authority it manifests. The characteristic
word is "straightway."
3B. The Gospel of Luke. This Gospel and the Acts of
the Apostles were written by the same author. Luke
was a Gentile physician, the personal physician of
Paul on some of his missionary journeys, and the only
Gentile author of a book of the Bible. Luke seems
to have had the Greek in mind when he wrote his
Life of Christ, because the book presents Christ as
the Perfect Man in touch with all phases of life.
4B. The Gospel of John. Written by the beloved Apostle
John. The most universal of all the Gospels in that
it was written to all men with the end in view of
promoting personal faith in Jesus Christ as the Son
of God and saviour of the world. (John 20:30-31).

3A. THE

PROPAGATION OF JESUSCHRIST. (the book of
Acts). The book of the Acts of the Apostles describes
the formation of the Christian Church, the purpose of the
Christian Church (1:8), the organization of the Christian
Church, and the extension of the Christian Church. Every
Christian ought to read this book often for inspiration in
Christian service.
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4A. THE

EXPLANATION OF JESUS CHRIST

(the Epistles).

The Epistles (letters) of the New Testament are col
lected into two groups: the Pauline Epistles, i.e., letters
written by Paul, and the General Epistles, written by
others than Paul. The Apostle Paul wrote 13 of the
N.T. books (14 if he is the author of the book of He
brews). The Epistles are inspired explanations of the
work of Christ and the meaning of the Christian life.

1B. The Pauline Epistles. These Epistles are a marvelous
combination of doctrinal and practical Christianity.
Paul's method of writing was first, to present some
great Christian doctrine, and second, to relate that
doctrine to practical Christian living. Every believer
ought to strive to make his life consistent with Christian
truth.

1C. Romans. This wonderful treatise is probably the
most important book of the New Testament af
ter the Gospels. It is the most complete study
of basic Christian doctrine. Every Christian ought
to saturate his soul with the truth of Romans.
In the main the book shows man's need for salva
tion. (1:18-3:20), how God has provided salva
tion by grace through faith (3:21-5:21), how
the saved man must also live a holy life (6:18:39), how this salvation applies to the Jews
as a nation (9:1-11:36), and how this salvation
works itself out in the practical life of the Christian

(12:1-16:27).
2C. I and II Corinthians. Paul's first letter to the
church in Corinth deals with a number of prob
lems and questions in the church and throws light
on some of the great problems of Christian liv
ing. The second letter is in the form of self-
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defense where the great Apostle finds it neces
sary to defend his right to authority as an Apostle.
An important section is that on giving in chapters
8 and 9.
3C. Galations. This letter deals with the important
question of Christian liberty. Paul defends the
freedom of the Christian from the binding cere
monial observances of the Old Testament. He
shows that in this dispensation of grace the
Christian no longer needs to follow the cere
monial law of Moses in order to be saved.
4C. Ephesians. This grand letter is designed to put
iron in the Christian's backbone by showing him
the great eternal purposes of God. Here the
Holy Spirit indicates that the Church is no
afterthought of God, but that every believer was
chosen from eternity. The letter defines the
Christian Church as composed of all who believe
and belong to the body of Christ. There is also
a strong practical section dealing with the char
acter of the Christian life.
5C. Philippians. This is the epistle of Christian joy.
It breathes the atmosphere of confidence, hope,
trust, and satisfaction with Jesus Christ as the
prize above all prizes.
6C. Colossians. The design of this letter is to show
the church at Colossae that Christ is the sum
and substance of the Christian's faith. The
Christians in this Church tended to supplement
faith in Christ with the philosophy of men (2:1623). Paul wanted them to see that in having
Christ they had everything.
7C. I and II Thessalonians. These two lovely let-
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ters deal with the thrilling subject of Christ's
Return. They tell us how Christ is coming (I
Thess. 4), and they tell us when Christ is com
ing (II Thess. 2).

8C. I and II Timothy. These two letters together
with Paul's letter to Titus compose the Pastoral
Epistles, so called because they have to do with
the duties and qualifications of the pastor. They
are filled with practical teaching for the Christian
who would aspire to Christian service.
9C. Titus. Another of the pastoral letters designed
to instruct and encourage young Titus in his
work as a pastor and teacher.
10C. Philemon. A personal letter to a personal friend
of Paul's. It gives an insight into the grand
character of the Apostle, and also indicates the
power of the Gospel in the lives of people in
different walks of life: Philemon, a wealthy
Christian man; Onesimus, a run-away slave and
thief; Paul, an aristocratic religious leader.
11C. Hebrews. This book is placed with the writings
of Paul although there is no definite proof as
to its real author. Many of us believe that Paul
wrote the book because it sounds so much like
him. The important thing, however, is not who
wrote it, but that we have it, and a grand book
it is. The book of Hebrews is the inspired com
mentary on the O.T.book of Leviticus. It shows
how that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of all
the types given in the tabernacle and in the
O.T. priesthood. In other words, Christ is both
Sacrificer and Sacrifice.
2B. The General Epistles. The General Epistles include
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the N.T. books located between the Pauline books and
the book of Revelation. Unlike the letters of Paul
these books are addressed not to individual churches
or persons, but to the Church at large, therefore
the name "General" Epistles.
1C. James. This epistle, written by James, the brother
of our Lord, is one of the first books of the
N.T. in point of time. It deals with practical
Christianity showing that the truly Christian man
demonstrates his faith by his works.
2C. I and II Peter. These two letters by the Apostle
Peter were written to do two things: first, to
encourage Christians in persecution, and second,
to warn Christians in a time of spiritual apost
acy.
3C. I, II and III John. These three letters by the
Apostle John are deeply devotional and personal.
They present the essence of the Christian life
as love.
4C. Jude. This is the second N.T. letter by a brother
of our Lord, inasmuch as both James and Jude
were His half-brothers. The letter serves as a
warning for Christians in days of apostacy and
sets forth the duty of the Church in the defense
of the truth.
5A. THE CULMINATION OF GOD'S PURPOSE IN JESUS
CHRIST (the book of the Revelation). This book, writ
ten by the Apostle John, is the fitting completion of the
Bible. As the book of Genesis begins at the beginning
of the creation of heaven and earth, so Revelation closes
with the creation of the new heavens and the new earth.
The book of Revelation sketches the events (4:1-22:21)
that are to take place on the earth during the awful
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tribulation period. It is the view of many of us that the
Church will have been taken up from the earth before
these events take place.
Conclusion. We have completed our survey sketch of
the books of the Bible as they fit into the great major divisions
of the Book. Every Bible student ought to familiarize himself with the divisions and with the major truth of each book
of the Bible. When the student can thus think through the
Bible he is then in a position to do intensive study in each
book of the Bible, one by one.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IV

1. What is the meaning of the word "Gospel"?
2. Why are there four Gospels instead of one?
3. What is the purpose of the Gospel according to Matthew?
4. What is the purpose of the Gospel according to Mark?
5. What is the purpose of the Gospel according to Luke?
6. What is the purpose of the Gospel according to John?
7. What is the three-fold importance of the book of Acts?
8. Into what two groups are the New Testament Epistles
divided?
9. What is the general purpose of the Epistles?
10. List the Epistles of Paul.
11. Give a brief epitome of each of Paul's Epistles.
12. List the books included in the General Epistles.
13. Give a brief epitome of each of the General Epistles.
14. What is the general content of the book of Revelation?
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CHAPTER

V

INTRODUCTION TO BIBLE STUDY
Introduction: The Bible is the Christian's textbook. He
ought to know more about the Bible than he does about any
other book. In order to master his Bible the Christian has to
apply the same rules that govern the mastery of any subject
-he has to study. There can be no substitute for downright
study of the Bible. The preaching services of the church are
good; the Bible classes are good; but these are no substitute
for your own personal and diligent study of the Word of God.

This study must of necessity be in brief outline form.
We shall sketch the following lines of thought:

1. The need for Bible study.
2. The marvel of the Bible that we study.
3. The meaning of Bible study.
4. Basic principles of Bible study.
5. Methods of Bible study.
6. Rules for profitable Bible study.

1A.THE NEED

FOR BIBLE STUDY. There is no greater need
in the Church than for Bible study. All God's promised
blessings on the individual and on the church come through
a knowledge and appropiation of the Word of God.
1B. Man needs to be born again. The Word of God is one
of the instruments used to bring this experience about.
(I Peter 1:23)
2B. Man needs protection against sin. (Psalm 119:11)
3B. Man needs guidance. (Psalm 119:105)
4B. Man needs spiritual wisdom to help him through
this life. (II Timothy 3:16-17)
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2A. THE MARVEL OF THE BIBLE THAT WE STUDY. The
more we come to see the wonder of the Bible the more
we want to study it and get to know it. The following
outline suggests some of the wonders of this wonderful
Book:
1B. It is wonderful in its content. The Bible is absolutely
truthful (Titus 1:2); it is absolutely accurate in all
its teachings (Matt. 5:18); it deals with the most
important themes.
2B. It is wonderful in its continuity. This means that the
story of the Bible is all of one piece. It begins at the
beginning and ends at the ending.
1C. The Bible reveals a single Purpose. That pur
pose is to reveal God's Son as the Saviour of
all who believe. (Heb. 1:1-4; Gal. 4:4; John

20:30,31).

2C. The Bible reveals a single Person. That Person
is Jesus Christ. The Bible is as full of Christ
as the ocean is full of water. Christ is the key
to the Scriptures. (Luke 24:27; 44-48).
3C. The Bible reveals a single Plot. This is a miracle
in itself! The Bible was written by some 40
authors over a period of more than a thousand
years yet without a single contradiction, in per
fect harmony and connected development.
4C. The Bible reveals a single Penman. The answer
to the Bible's amazing unity is the fact that it
has really one Author-the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit inspired the human writers of the
Bible so that they wrote exactly what God want
ed them to write, and He preserved them from
all error as they wrote. (II Timothy 3:16-17;
II Peter 1:20, 21).
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3B. The Bible is wonderful in its continuance. A study of
the history of the Bible amazes the student that the
Bible is still with us today. Hundreds of attempts
have been made through the centuries by both prince
and pope to destroy the Bible. But the Bible is in
destructible (Matt. 24:35; I Peter 1:25; Psalm
119:89).
4B. The Bible is wonderful in its contribution. The Word
of God has done and is doing what no other literature
or influence has been able to do: The Bible tells man
all he can know and all he needs to know about God
and God's will for his life. The Bible alone tells man
how he may be saved from the guilt and power of his
sin. The Bible is the only effective and lasting moral
force in the world. The Bible is the only authoritative
source of answer for the basic questions of life.
3A. THE MEANING OF BIBLE STUDY. Before a person can
really study the Bible he must understand what Bible
study is. We seek to meet this need by showing what
Bible study is not.
1B. Bible study is not reading books about the Bible. This
is good, but it is no substitute for studying the Bible.
2B. Bible study is not reading devotional books.
3B. Bible study is not reading through the Bible in a year
or any set time. A person might read through the
Bible and never come to know his Bible!
4B. Bible study is not random reading of the Bible. No
student studies a textbook hit-and-miss. He starts
at the beginning and works through to the end. So
must the Bible student do if he would really study his
Bible.
5B. Bible study, then, is consistent, systematic, diligent,
prayerful and personal study.
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4A. BASIC PRINCIPLES OF BIBLE STUDY.

Under this head
ing we shall deal with certain fundamental terms used
in theology with which every Christian ought to be
familiar. Then we will deal with the foundational pro
cesses that lead to a knowledge of Bible truth.

1B. Basic Presuppositions of Bible Study.

When the
student approaches the Bible he must come to it
with certain attitudes which alone guarantee his get
ting the most out of the Bible.

1C.Revelation. The student of the Bible must ac
cept the Bible as the revealed Word of God.
This means that he recognizes in the Bible the
very truth that God alone has given and which
He has intended for His people. Revelation is
the self-disclosure of God whereby He makes
Himself and His will known to man. The very
content of the Bible proves that it is God's
revelation. The Lord Jesus Christ is the climax
of God's revelation to the World. (John 1:18,
Hebrews 1:1-4).
2C. Inspiration. Revelation has to do with the con
tent of the Bible; inspiration has to do with the
method of God's communication of His truth to
man. Inspiration is the guiding by the Holy
spirit of the minds and pens of the chosen writers
so that they were guarded from all error and
so that they wrote everything-nothing more or
less-that God wanted them to write. Inspira
tion extends to the very words of the original
writings (Exodus 4:10-12; I Cor. 2:13).
3C. Regeneration. Regeneration is the divine action
of God in the soul. It is the "new birth" our
Lord spoke about in John 3. It is the making

50

of the "new creation" Paul speaks about in II
Cor. 5:17. In regeneration the Christian does
not become perfect, but every part of his nature
is renewed so that he responds to God and turns
to God and spiritual things. No man can
understand the Bible nor appreciate its teach
ings nor follow its precepts who has not been
born again, that is, regenerated by the Spirit
of God. (I Cor. 2:14).
4C. Interpretation. In the study of the Bible there
are certain rules of interpretadon the student
must follow:
1D. The law of development. There is a progressiveness of revelation in the Bible. The
Old Testament is like a primer; the mater
ial gets more mature or "grown-up" as you
keep reading. In the Old Testament God
deals with His people as with babes; in the
New Testament God deals with His people
as with adults. (Gal. 3:23-4:7).
The Old
Testament is essentially narrative; the New
Testament is essentially instruction. For
this reason no doctrine is to be built on
any one part of the Bible, especially on the
Old Testament; Christian doctrine must be
based on the teaching of the entire Bible,
and especially on the New Testament which
is the capstone or completion of revelation.
2D. The law of context. In the interpretation
of any passage of the Bible make sure that
you interpret it in the light of the context,
that is, study the passage in its setting. Make
sure you see the connection of the particular
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passage to all that goes before and to all that
follows.
3D. The law of literality. This means that every
passage of the Bible is to be taken at face
value unless there is good reason to interpret
it otherwise. The student of the Bible has
no right to spiritualize a passage that God
intended should be taken literally.
4D. The law of double reference. Many pas
sages of the Bible, especially of the Old
Testament, have a double application. They
apply to the time in which they were writ
ten, or to some partial fulfillment at a later
date; and they also apply to a still future
time when they shall be completely ful
filled. This law is evidenced in such pas
sages as Joel 2:21f. with Acts 2:14-21;
and Jer. 31 with Heb. 8.
5D. The law of established truth. In the case
of a seeming conflict of Scripture always
maintain the truth that is clearly taught by
the rest of the Scripture, and then wait for
further light on the passage in question.
2B. Basic Processes of Bible Study. One of the most
complete verses in the Bible on method in Bible study
is Jer. 15:16: "Thy words were found and I did
eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart . . . . "
Notice the teaching:
1C. Comprehension. "Thy words . . ." Not word
but "words", that is, all His words were found,
and the prophet did eat them. Thus the Bible
student ought to read his Bible comprehensive-
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ly so as to get an over-all view. Our survey
study of the Old Testament and the New Testa
ment will help here.

2C. Exploration. "Thy words were found ... " That
is the student must hunt for God's truth. He
must bombard each book and each section and
each paragraph and each sentence and each word
until he gets the very heart of the teaching con
tained therein. Here is the secret of rewarding
Bible study.

3C. Assimilation.

"Thy words were found, and I
did eat them ... " The prophet personally digest
ed the Word of God. That is what every
Bible student must do. The Bible must be
taken personally and seriously.

4C. Manifestation. " .... thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart." Thus the
prophet acted on the Word of God and therefore
enjoyed it. The Christian life is a joyous life
only when the Word of God is found, explored,
assimilated, and obeyed.

5A. SUGGESTED

METHODS OF PROFITABLE BIBLE STUDY.

There are many ways of studying your Bible with real
profit. Some of these methods are given in the following
outline.

1B. Bible study by books.
able method. Each
complete and unified
in the study of a book

This is by far the most profit
book of the Bible presents a
teaching. The following steps
of the Bible may prove helpful:

1C. Read up on the background of the book. You
may get this information from any good one
volume commentary or from some exposition of
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the book. You will want to know who wrote
the book, the occasion and circumstances at
tending the writing of the book, the date of the
book and the general plan of the book. All
these facts will help you to a better under
standing of the book as you read it and study it.
In another place in this study you will find
listed a selected bibliography designed to help
you in your study of the Bible.
2C. Read through the book a number of times. Read
for major impressions and read the book through
at one sitting.
3C. Determine the central truth of the book. Nearly
each book of the Bible has some central truth or
theme-some major purpose for its writing. Try
to discover that theme and to relate the parts of
the book to the theme as you read through.
4C. Determine the broad outline of the book. You
may not be satisfied with the outline suggested in
the commentary or exposition of the book you
may have read. If not look for your own out
line and arrange the book into its broad divisions.
Use a paper and pencil for this work.
5C. Divide each major heading of the broad outline
into subdivisions, each heading related to the
major division of your broad outline.
6C. Further analyze each sub-division, jotting down
in outline form the central truths of each para
graph within the sub-division . This type of study
will train you to see the unity and relation of
parts of each book.
2B. Bible Study By Chapters. Much the same basic
method recommended for the study of books of the
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Bible is used for the study of chapters of the Bible.
1C. The selection of the chapters. It is well to
select the important chapters within one book of
the Bible. Or, you may want to select a list of
outstanding chapters from the Old Testament,
or from the New Testament; or you may wish
to make a list of the best-known Psalms and
analyze those.
2C. Read and reread the chapters.
3C. Jot down the central truth or theme of the chapter.
4C. Relate the parts (usually paragraphs) of the
chapter to the central truth.
5C. Apply the truths to your own life.
3B. Bible Study By Doctrine. With the help of an out
line study of the Bible doctrine or a topical textbook
the student may make a profitable study of
the major doctrines of the Bible. Look up every
passage related to the doctrine. Make notes on the
passage as you study it. From the results of your
study make an outline that you could use in teaching
a class or in giving a Bible message.
4B. Bible Study By Topics. A fascinating method of
Bible study is that of topical study. Select a topic
(such as Sin, Grace, God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit)
and study every passage in the Bible on that parti
cular topic. The use of a Topical Bible is helpful
here. Take notes on your study. When you are
finished with the study outline your material in a
way that would help you to give it to a Bible class
or in a Bible message.

6A. RULES

TO FOLLOW FOR PROFITABLE BIBLE STUDY.

Every art is mastered by strict allegiance to rules. The
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same holds true in Bible study. Some of the most im
portant rules are given below.
1B. Study your Bible Prayerfully. This rule would seem
to come first in order of importance. No Christian
will come to know his Bible unless his study is satur
ated with prayer. (Psalm 119:18).
2B. Study your Bible Regularly. Make Bible study a
daily habit, and set aside the same time every day.
A good precept would be "No Bible no breakfast".
Although, for some, the evening hour is the best.
3B. Study your Bible Searchingly. Remember that Jere
miah came to understand the Word of God only
through a careful search of the truth. (Jer. 15:16;
John 5:39; Acts 17:11). Dig deep furrows; get
far beneath the surface; mine for spiritual truths.
4B. Study your Bible Personally. As you read apply
the truth to your own life. Seek to discover the will
of God for you. As the Lord speaks to you obey!
5B. Study your Bible Systematically. Start at the begin
ning and work clear through. Study the Bible book
by book. Then study it again.
6B. Study your Bible Intelligently. Interpret it sanely.
(See the rules of interpretation pp. 51-52).
7B. Study your Bible Reverently. Remember that it is
the very Word of God; it is His love letter to you.

8B. Study your Bible Believingly. Remember that the
promises in the Book are yours-claim them. Learn
to believe God. Bank on His Word.
9B. Study your Bible Obediently. "Whatsoever He
saith unto you, do it!" This is a good rule to follow
in your study of the Bible.
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Conclusion. In this lesson we have been considering
some of the elementary truths connected with a study of the
Bible. The student is encouraged to begin right away putting
into practice the principles touched on. And very soon, -- as
soon as you have acquired a little confidence in the handling
of the Bible--why not apply to the superintendent of the
Bible school for a class. If no class is available now gather
the children of your neighborhood into your home for a Bible
lesson once a week. In any event get busy and put to use the
knowledge you gain of the Bible.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER V
1. Give at least four reasons why every man ought to study
his Bible.
2. In what four ways is the wonder of the Bible revealed?
3. Discuss the continuity of the Bible.
4 . Briefly discuss what Bible study is not.
5. What are four basic presuppositions of Bible study?
6. What is meant by "Revelation"?
7. What is meant by "Inspiration"?
8. What is meant by "Regeneration"?
9. Discuss the five laws of biblical interpretation.
10. What are the four basic processes of Bible study?
11. Briefly discuss each process.
12. What are four possible methods of profitable Bible study?
13. How would you go about the study of any given book
of the Bible?
14. What process would you follow in making a study of
chapters of the Bible?
15. How would you go about making a study of Bible doc
trine?
16. What are nine rules to follow in studying the Bible?
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CHAPTER

VI

BASIC BOOKS FOR THE CHRISTIAN'S
LIBRARY
One of the encouraging signs in contemporary Protestant
ism is the increasing interest on the part of Christians in the
Bible and related literature. It seems as if Protestants are
becoming painfully aware of their inadequate knowledge of
biblical truth and are seeking to remedy the situation. Per
haps one of the causes of Protestantism's rising self-conscious
ness is the increasing tempo of Roman Catholic propaganda.
The Roman Church has recently come out boldly with the
announcement of her avowed intention of "catholicizing
America" and capturing American culture.
Many an earnest church member is asking his pastor
such questions as these: "Can you help me to a better under
standing of my Bible? Besides the Bible what books ought I
to read? Can you give me a list of basic books that will
help me to be a well-informed Christian? In an effort to
help the busy pastor and Christian worker answer these ques
tions this chapter has been prepared.

It is understood, of course, in light of the fact that the
field of Christian literature is almost unlimited, that the
following list of books and perioqicals is only partial. The
student will find, however, that the books included are gen
erally accepted as standard works, and in most instances their
worth has been proved through many years by many Bible
students.

An honest attempt has been made to keep the list of
books as brief as possible and yet to allow the student at
least a limited degree of selection. Thus three or four of the
best books in each field are included. Thought has also
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been given to price and the least expensive titles of equal
value on the same subject are listed.
Most of the books recommended are available at religious
book stores throughout the country. If any title wanted is
not in stock the book store management will undoubtedly be
happy to order it for you. The name and address of the
publishing firm of each title has been given in case a book
store is not available.
1A. ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE. The Bible is
the Christian's textbook. It is better to have the Bible and
no other book than to have many books about the Bible
but no Bible. The most helpful translations of the Bible
in English are given below.

1B. Standard English Bibles. The most popular standard
English Bibles are those which use the text of the
King James Version edited in A. D. 1611, and the
American Standard Version edited in 1901. Such
Bibles vary in form and usefulness but the text re
mains the same.
1C. American Standard Version, Thos. Nelson and
Sons, N.Y., 1901. This Bible is printed in
various sizes and prices. It is especially helpful
to the mature Christian who wants a study Bible
without helps in order that he might do inde
pendent study. The text of this Bible is based
on the oldest Greek manuscripts and is recognized
by all Bible students as one of our most ac
curate and reliable translations. Helpful para
graph arrangement.
2C. Scofield, C. I., The Scofield Reference Bible
Oxford University Press, N.Y., 1945. This
Bible is an invaluable and to an understanding
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of the Bible. If the student can afford only
one Bible, this, by all means, is the Bible to
secure. Of inestimable help is the simple method
of outlines, notes, summaries and definitions em
ployed throughout the Bible. Of various sizes
and prices.
2B. Versions of the Bible in Modern Speech. The twen
tieth century has witnessed the printing of many Bibles
in the vernacular of present-day English speaking
people. Such Bibles are of great help in making
otherwise obscure passages plain and in giving the
Bible an up-to-date and more modern dress.
1C. The Revised Standard Version of the New
Testament, Thos. Nelson and Sons, N.Y., 1946.
$2.00. This work is a revision of the American
Standard Version of 1901 and is one of the
best versions in modern speech.
2C. Philips, J. B., Letters To Young Churches, the
Macmillan Company, N.Y., 1950. $2.75. In
cludes only the letters of the N. T., thus omits
the Gospels and the book of Revelation. Trans
lated from the original Greek into the language
of today. An excellent work.
3C. Verkuyl, G., Berkeley Version of the New
Testament, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids, Mich., 1945. $2.50. A handy, pocket
size translation from the Greek. Valuable for
its accurate chronology of events, sayings and
writings of the New Testament, and for the
concise and helpful footnotes throughout. Very
popular.
4C. Way, A. S., The Letters of St. Paul, Moody
Press, Chicago, 1950, $2.50. A popular and

63

dependable translation from the Greek in modern
speech.
5C. Williams, C. B., The New Testament, Moody
Press, Chicago, 1950. $3.00. Acclaimed by
many as the best translation from the Greek in
modern speech. Especially helpful in bringing
out the tense significance of Greek verbs.
6C. Weymouth, R. F., The New Testament in Mod
ern Speech, the Pilgrim Press, Boston, 1943.
$2.00. A long-time favorite (3rd edition pub
lished in 1916) . Helpful for footnotes through
out.
2A. STANDARD REFERENCE WORKS FOR BIBLE STUDY.
Included in the category of standard Bible reference
works are concordances, dictionaries, encyclopedia and
general commentaries.
1B. Bible Concordances. The Bible concordance is an
alphabetical index of all the words in the Bible, to
gether with the references where each word is found.
The concordance is invaluable for locating desired
passages, for making word studies and for building
Bible readings.
1C. Cruden, Alexander, A Complete Concordance
to the Old and New Testaments, Fleming H.
Revell Co., N.Y. $2.00. A simple and inex
pensive concordance for popular use.
2C. Strong, James, Exhaustive Concordance of the
Bible, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville,
Tenn., 1890. $9.50. Especially helpful for the
Hebrew-Chaldee and Greek dictionaries ac
companying the exhaustive concordance in the
new edition.
3C. Young, Robert, Analytical Concordance to the
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Bible, Funk and Wagnalls, N.Y., 1936. $10.00.
A valuable asset to Bible study in that it lists
the English word, and then, in alphabetical
order, the various shades of meaning derived
from the original Hebrew and Greek.
2B. Bible Dictionaries. The Bible dictionary is designed
to enable the student to gather a thorough knowledge
of all the names and places and objects mentioned
in the Bible. Most Bible dictionaries also include
helpful articles on many subjects of importance to
the Bible student.
1C. Peloubet, F. N., Bible Dictionary, John C.
Winston Co., Phila., Penna., 1947. $3.00. A
new Bible dictionary fully abreast of the latest
biblical scholarship.
2C. Smith, W., Dictionary of the Bible, A. J. Hol
man Co., Phila., Penna., $2.75. Includes a
helpful section containing 4000 questions and
answers on the Old and New Testaments, and
a section on the history of the books of the Bible.
3B. The Bible Encyclopedia. Ultimately the Bible
student will want to own a comprehensive encyclo
pedia of biblical truth. The standard work of this
nature, and the least expensive is the one listed here:
Orr, James (general editor), The International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Wm. B. Eerd
man's Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.,
1935. 5 Vol., $35.00. Includes seven valuable
indexes. Excellent selective bibliography fol
lowing each article as a guide for further re
search.
4B. Bible Commentaries. The student of the Bible will
want to make full use of excellent commentaries on
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the Scriptures by godly and scholarly men. Bible
commentaries are of three types: (1) One volume
commentaries; (2) Commentary sets; (3) Commen
taries on the individual books of the Bible. In this
section we list a number of the best titles in the first
two divisions and reserve another section for the
listing of commentaries on individual Bible books.
1C. One Volume Commentaries. The single volume
commentary is designed to give a broad view
of the Bible and to throw light on the more
difficult passages. For quick and ready refer
ence the one volume commentary is of great help.
Among the best single volume commentaries are
the following:
1D. Dummelow, J. R., The One Volume Com
mentary, The Macmillan Company, N .Y.,
1949. $4.50. An excellent work for its size.
A valuable feature is the series of articles
on general biblical subjects making up the
first 150 pages. The conservative student
will differ with the author in a few places
which evidence the influence of liberal higher
criticism. But for the most part the com
mentary is of evangelical spirit and of a
devotional and spiritual tone. The student
will appreciate the manner in which the
author deals with difficult and obscure
passages.
2D. Gray, J. S., The Christian Worker's Com
mentary, Fleming H. Revell Co., N.Y.,
1915.$3.00. Most helpful for a synthetic
view of the Bible and for aid in the prepara
tion of Bible lessons.
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3D. Jamieson, R. (with others) Commentary
on the Whole Bible, Zondervan Publishing
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 9th. ed.,
$6.95. This commentary is the abridged
edition of the famous six volume set by the
same authors. Scholarly, critical and com
pletely evangelical.
2C. Bible Commentary Sets. It is well for every
Bible student to have at least one complete com
mentary on the entire Bible. A commentary
set will, of course, be much more complete and
thorough than a single volume commentary
on the whole Bible. This section will also include
one recommended set of commentaries on the
New Testament alone.
1D. Commentary S ets on the Entire Bible. Two
of the oldest and most popular sets on the
entire Bible are the following:
1E. Henry, Matthew, An Exposition of the
Old and New Testaments, Fleming H.
Rexell Co., N.Y.. 1948. 6 Vol.
$24.50. The Bible student cannot own
a better or more helpful analytical, de
votional and homiletical commentary
than the time-honored work of Henry.
Called by Spurgeon "the first among
the mighty". The 1948 edition includes
a fine biographical study of the author.
2E. Jamieson, R. (with others), A Com
mentary, Critical, Experimental and
Practical, Eerdman's Publishing Co.,
Grand Rapids, Mich., new edition, 6
vol., $25.00. The standard commen-
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tary on the whole Bible.
2D. Commentary Sets on the New Testament.
If the student owns a commentary on the
entire Bible he may not want to invest in a
set on the New Testament alone. Should
he want such a N.T. set, however
he will select one that differs in character
from the other. The set listed below differs
from both Henry and Jamieson in arrange
ment and method. More costly and compre
hensive sets on the N.T. are numerous but
it is doubtful if the average student would
be interested in the considerable expense
involved.
Erdman, C. R., Commentary on the
New Testament, The Westminster
Press, Phila., Penna., 1917. 17 vol.,
$1.00 per vol., or $15.00 for the entire
set. A simple and readable exposition.
Each book of the N.T. outlined and
treated paragraph by paragraph.

3A. COMMENTARIES ON

INDIVIDUAL BOOKS OF THE BIBLE.

From time to time the Bible student will want to secure
a few of the excellent commentaries on some of the basic
books of the Bible. The literature in this field is volum
inous and the student must be cautioned against buying
any book on the Bible at random. The safest and wisest
procedure is to buy books by author rather than by title.
God has been pleased to give to the Church many
authors of rare insight into the meaning and application
of the message of the Bible. Any list of capable and
trustworthy writers on the Bible would include such
names as G. Campbell Morgan, H. A. Ironside, W. H.
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Griffeth Thomas, Arno Gaebelein, R. A. Torrey, W.
L. Pettingill, and W. G. Moorehead.

1B. Individual Commentaries on Representative Old
Testament Books. No one book of the Bible is any
more inspired than another but not all Bible books
are of equal importance in contemporary application.
Among the best commentaries on the Old Testament
books of greatest interest to Bible students are the
following:
1C. Commentaries on Genesis. Genesis is the book
of beginnings and has been rightly called the
"seed-plot" of the Bible. A mastery of the
message of Genesis is necessary to a right inter
pretation of the entire Bible.
1D. Erdman, C. R. The Book of Genesis,
Revell Co., N.Y., 1950. $1.50. A simple
treatment of the theme of Genesis woven
around the seven major characters of the
book. Throws light on the origin, character
and destiny of man.
2D. Macintosh, C. H., Notes on the Book of
Genesis, Loizeaux Bros., N.Y., $1.80. A
standard devotional and practical exposition.
3D. Thomas, W. H. G., Genesis, Wm. B. Eerd
man's Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.,
1946. $4.00. A devotional commentary
showing the foundational position of Genesis
in the sacred canon.
2C. Commentaries on the Psalms. The book of
Psalms provides the inspired hymn book for the
people of God. The Psalms express in the
language of the believer's heart his adoration,
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his supplications, his confessions and his highest
aspirations.
1D. Maclaren, Alexander, "The Psalms", in
vol. III of The Expositor's Bible, Wm. B.
Eerdman's Publishing Co., Grand Rapids,
Mich., 1940. Inasmuch as The Expositor's
Bible is sold new only in sets, the student
will probably have to pick the 3rd volume
up in a second-hand book store. It is well
worth the effort made to secure it.
2D. Morgan, G. C., Notes on the Psalms, Flem
ing H. Revell, N.Y., 1947. $3.00. Con
tains a fine outline of the 5 books of Psalms
giving the central theme of each book and
a devotional analysis.
3D. Spurgeon, C. H., The Treasury of David,
Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2,
Mich. 6 Vol., $24.75. The standard com
plete and exhaustive commentary on the
Psalms. Well worth the price.
3C. Commentaries on the book of Daniel. Daniel
is the chief prophetic book of the O.T., and the
foundation of all N.T. prophecies concerning
the course of Gentile world dominion. It is
wonderfully contemporary.
1D. Ironside, H. A., Lectures on Daniel the
Prophet, Loizeaux Bros., N .Y., 1950.
$2.00. A popular and satisfying exposition.
2D. Larkin, Clarence, The Book of Daniel, The
Clarence Larkin Estate, 2802 N. Park
Avenue, Phila. 32, Penna., $2.75. A
standard work.
3D. Kelly, W.

Daniel, C. A. Hammond, 3
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London House Yard, Paternoster Row,
E.C.4, London. 1938. $2.00. Simple, dis
pensational. devotional.
4D. Pettingill, W. L., History Foretold, Simple
Studies in Daniel, Van Kampen Press, 542
So. Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. $1.00.
Simple, practical, helpful.
2B. Individual Commentaries on Representative New
Testament Books. Eventually the Bible student will
want expositions of each of the New Testament books.
But of special importance to the Christian is the
mastery of six basic books of the New Testament.
These six books are Matthew, John, Acts, Romans,
Hebrews and Revelation.
1C. Commentaries on the Gospel of Matthew. Mat
thew is rightly placed at the beginning of the
N.T. canon, although it was not written first in
point of time. This Gospel is the dispensational
book of the N.T. and the key to all N.T. teach
ing.
1D. Ironside, H. A., Expository Notes on the
Gospel of Matthew, Loizeaux Bros., Inc.,
N.Y., $3.50. Written with typical Ironside
clearness and devotion.
2D. Kelly, Wm., Lectures on the Gospel of
Matthew, Loizeaux Bros., N.Y., $2.50. A
splendid treatment by this 19th century
English Bible teacher.
3D. Morgan, G. C., The Gospel According to
Matthew, Revell Co., N.Y., 1949. $3.50.
Exposes the heart of Matthew. Sets forth
the Person of Christ in relation to His King
ly office.

71

2C. Commentaries on the Gospel of John. The Gospel
of John is the climax of the Gospels. It sets forth
in clearest light the Deity and Saviourhood of
Christ.
1D. Gaebelein, A. C., The Gospel of John, Our
Hope Press, 456 4th Avenue, N.Y. 16.
1936. $3.50. A complete analytical exposi
tion of "the greatest book in the world".
Takes up the text paragraph by paragraph
with keen insight and powerful application.
2D. Ironside, H. A., Addresses on the Gospel of
John, Loizeaux Bros., N.Y., 1946. 2 Vol.,
$6.00. Maintains the consistently high ex
pository quality of the author's works.
3D. Morgan, G. C., The Gospel of John, Revell
Co., N.Y. $3.50. A complete series of
expository and devotional messages on the
Gospel. The author follows the Son of
God through His earthly ministry as given
in John and enables the reader to see Him
in His "many-colored glories".
3C. Commentaries on the book of Acts. The book of
Acts is important as the bridge between the Gos
pels and the Epistles. But it is more than a
mere "transition". Acts describes the formation
of the Christian Church and delineates the per
manent principles of its organizations and ex
tension.
1D. Ironside, H. A. Lectures on the Book of
Acts, Loizeaux Bros., N.Y., 1943. $3.00
paper cover. An excellent simple exposition
of the major theme of the book.
2D. Morgan, G. C., The Acts of the Apostles,
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Revell Co., N.Y., 1924. $3.00. Not a
verse-by-verse commentary, but a broad
exposition setting forth the permanent spirit
ual principles underlying the movement of
the Holy Spirit in building the Church.
Splendid volume.

4C. Commentaries on the book of Romans. Romans
is the chief theological treatise in the entire Bible.
It is the last word in the presentation and exposi
tion and application of the great doctrine of
justification by grace through faith.

1D. Ironside, H. A., Lectures on Romans,
Loizeaux Bros., N.Y., 1948. $.75 paper
bound; $1.25 cloth bound. A compilation
of popular lectures on Romans as given
by the author at various Bible conferences
in recent years. A clear and concise exposition of the central teachings of the book.

2D. Newell, W. R., Romans Verse By Verse,
Grace Publications, Chicago, Ill., 1938.
$3.00. An excellent detailed analysis of
Romans. The author makes frequent and
accurate use of the original Greek. The
student will appreciate the personal and
impassioned tone of the work.

J. M., The Epistle of the Romans,
Fleming H. Revell Co., N.Y., 1897. This
little exposition deals helpfully with the
book of Romans stressing the central teach
ings without going into detail.

3D. Stifler,

4D. Thomas, W. H. G., St. Paul's Epistle to
the Romans, Wm. B. Eerdman's Publish-

73

ing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., 1947. $4.00.
A thorough, analytical and standard work.

5C. Commentaries on the Book of Hebrews.

The
book of Hebrews is the key to an understanding
of the spiritual message of the Old Testament.
The book enables the student of the Bible to
appreciate the great spiritual types embodied
in the Old Testament priesthood, sacrifices, ritual
and ceremony. Hebrews sets forth the Person
of Jesus Christ as the transcendent Son of God
and the Work of Christ as providing Himself
the once-for-all Sacrifice for sin. Hebrews is the
inspired encouragement to the believer to stay
close to Christ and thus persevere in the Christian
life.
1D. Meyer, F. B., The Way Into the Holiest,
Baker Book Concern, Grand Rapids, Mich.,
1951. In this book the author employs the
selective method wherein he chooses certain
representative truths in each chapter or sec
tion and gives a brief exposition and applica
tion of each truth.
2D. Morgan, G. C ., God's Last Word to Man,
Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,
1948. $1.50 Not a full commentary, but
unfolds the central theme of Hebrews.
3D. Pettingill, W. L., Into the Holiest Funda
mental Truth Publications, Findlay, Ohio,
1939. Sets forth a simple outline of He
brews and follows this outline throughout
with brief. pointed and practical observa
tions. Suggestive of method for the Bible
teacher.
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4D. Thomas, W. H. G., Let Us Go On, Zon
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Mich., 1944. $2.00. The theme of spirit
ual progress as taught by Hebrews is beauti
fully and practically presented.

6C. Commentaries on the book of the Revelation.
The Revelation is the climactic book of the Bible.
Genesis begins with the creation of the heaven
and the earth; Revelation closes with the crea
tion of the new heaven and the new earth. The
book of the Revelation increases in interest and
importance as the present dispensation draws to
a close. The contemporary character of the book
is becoming more and more apparent. A proper
understanding of the book is necessary for a
correct analysis of contemporary history, and for
the formation of a Scriptural philosophy of life
in these trying times.
1D. Gaebelein, A. C., The Revelation, Van
Kampen Press, Chicago, Ill., $2.00. A
clear and complete analysis and exposition
of the book.
2D. Ironside, H. A., Lectures on the Book of
Revelation, Loizeaux Bros., N.Y., 1950.
$2.50. A sane, scholarly and practical exposition.
3D. Pettingill, W. L., The Unveiling of Jesus
Christ, Fundamental Truth Publications,
Findlay, Ohio, 1939. $1.00. Helpful out
line indicating the theme and central message of the book.
4D. Seiss, J. A., The Apocalypse: Lectures on
the Revelation, Zondervan Publishing
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House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $4.95. The
standard work on Revelation. Scholarly,
critical, thorough yet readable.

4A. BOOKS ON GENERAL CHRISTIAN TRUTH. Exceedingly
helpful in gaining a well-rounded and comprehensive
understanding of the Christian faith are survey studies
designed to give a synthetic view of the subjects treated.
The following titles are representative of such works.

1B. Bible Handbooks.
1C. Halley, H. H., Pocket Bible Handbook, 10 W.
Elm Street, Chicago, Ill., 1944. $2.00. An
extremely valuable little book. An "abbreviated
Bible Commentary" and an epitome of helpful
biblical information.
2C. McGee, J. V., Briefing The Bible, Van Kampen
Press, Chicago, Ill., 1948. $1.50. Gives a simple
outline of each book of the Bible, suggests a
theme for each book, and lists salient features
of each book. Designed to aid the Bible student
in reading through the Bible in a year.
2B. Bible Doctrine. Every Christian ought to be familiar
with the major doctrines of the Christian faith. Doc
trine is the foundation of all biblical knowledge.
1C.Berkhof, Louis, Manual of Reformed Doctrine,
Wm. B. Eerdman's Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich., 1933. $3.00. A fine outline
study of the doctrines of the Christian faith. Writ
ten in the Reformed tradition, i.e., from the Cal
vinistic viewpoint. An excellent work although
the premillennial and dispensational student will
be critical of the author's treatment of "The Last
Things."
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2C. Torrey, R. A., What The Bible Teaches,
Fleming H. Revell Co., N.Y., 1933. $3.75.
A splendid, concise outline of Christian doctrine
written in characteristic Torrey lawyer-like style.
22nd edition.
3B. Church History. No Christian is thoroughly educated
in Christian truth unless he can think through the
major movements of the history of the Christian
Church. The need for such perspective becomes
more apparent in this twentieth century which some
one has suggested might well be called "The
Catholic Century".
1C. Hurlbut, J. L., The Story of the Christian Truth,
John C. Winston Co., Phila., Penna., 1933.
$2.00. An easy-to-read, enjoyable and remark
ably comprehensive little book.
2C. Qualben, L. P., History of the Christian Church,
Thos. Nelson and Sons, N.Y., 1942. $3.25.
Written by a Lutheran professor for Lutheran
students, yet a splendid survey of the Christian
Church movement. Helpful outlines and ar
rangement of material. Factual yet not tedious
or burdensome.
4B. Life of Christ. Certainly the Christian will want to
own a book or two on the Life of the greatest Per
sonality of history, and the Central Figure of the
Bible.
1C. Farrar, F. W., Life of Christ, World Publish
ing Co., 2231 W. 110th Street, Cleveland 2,
Ohio. Beautifully and abundantly illustrated.
$3.50. The standard Life.
2C. Stifler, J. M ., Life of Christ, Fleming H. Revell,
N.Y., $1.50. Another standard Lifeof Christ.
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Less detailed than Farrar but adequate.
5B. Life of the Apostle Paul. No other personality apart
from Jesus Christ has so profoundly influenced the
course of the world as has the Apostle Paul. The
Christian will want to be familiar with the life and
work of the greatest of Christian leaders. The
standard work in this field is listed below and is the
first choice of most Bible students.
Conybeare, W. J. (with J. S. Howson), The Life
and Epistles of St. Paul, Wm. B. Eerdman's
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., 1949.
$5.00. Gives "a living picture of St. Paul him
self, and of the circumstances by which he was
surrounded".
5A. CHRISTIAN MAGAZINES AND PERIODICALS. Every
church family ought to have one or more Christian maga
zines coming into the home each month. Such literature
enables the Christian to keep abreast of the trends and
tendencies in religious thought and action throughout the
world. Within the circle of evangelical Christianity there
are many worth-while periodicals some of which are list
ed below.

1B. Christian Monthly Magazines. The majority of the
magazines herein listed contain helpful editorials,
timely articles, interesting features and inspirational
and devotional material.
1C. Eternity Magazine. A monthly magazine edited
by Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse, P. O. Box 2000,
Phila. 3, Penna. $3.00 per year. E specially
helpful for the editorials and the feature "A
Window On the World".
2C. His Magazine. A monthly designed for young
people of high school and college age. Edited
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by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. $2.00
per year. 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, Ill.

3C. The King's Business. The official publication of
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 558 South
Hope Street, Los Angeles 17, Calif. $2.00 per
year.
4C. The Moody Monthly. Official publication of
the Moody Bible Institute, 820 No. La Salle
Street, Chicago 10, Ill. $3.00 per year.
5C. Our Hope Magazine. Published by Arno C.
Gaebelein, Inc., P.O. Box 146, Waretown, N.
J. $3.00 per year. Especially helpful for the
section "Current Events in the Light of the Bible"
by Wilbur M. Smith.
6C. Prophecy Monthly. Edited by Keith L. Brooks,
P.O. Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, Eagle Rock
41, Calif. $1.20 per year. An up-to-date and
informative magazine on contemporary develop
ments in the light of Bible prophecy.
7C. Youth For Christ Magazine. The official publica
tion of Youth For Christ International, edited
by Robert Cook. $2.00 per year. 220 W.
Monroe St., Chicago 6, Ill.

2B. Christian Weekly Newspapers.
1C. The Christian Beacon. Semi-official publica
tion of the American Council of Christian
Churches and the International Council of
Christian Churches. Edited by Dr. Carl M c
Intire. $1.00 per year. Haddon and Frazer
Avenues, Collingswood, N. J. An important
controversial news weekly representing the
separationist section of fundamental world Pro-
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testantism. Valuable for a clear and timely
analysis of the major issues confronting the religious world.
2C. United Evangelical Action. Interdenominational
journal of news and opinion representing world
evangelism. Takes the position of the National
Association of Evangelicals whose slogan is
"cooperation without compromise". Seeks to
foster a spirit of unity among all evangelicals
regardless of denominational affiliation, and to
propose a program of united action.
3C. The Sunday School Times. Time-honored
evangelical independent weekly publication in
the interests of the church at large and the
Sunday School in particular. 335 No. 13th
Street, Phila. 5, Penna. $3.00 per year.
4C. The Sword of the Lord. An independent
Christian weekly in defense of fundamental
Christianity. Edited by Dr. John R. Rice, 214
W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Ill. Most helpful
for practical sermonic material.
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CHAPTER

VII

THE CHURCH THROUGH THE CENTURIES
Introduction. There is no more fascinating study than
the study of the origin and development of the Christian
Church.

A. Importance of Church History. Every Christian ought
to be familiar with this sacred drama in order that he
might know how the Church began, how it was organ
ized in the early centuries, how it was changed both in
organization and in doctrine through the Middle Ages,
how it was reformed and purified during the protestant
Reformation, and how it has developed since that great
movement of the reformation into the church as we
know it today.
B. Content of Church History. Church History is a most
comprehensive and complex study. It includes many
other branches of learning such as Doctrine, Ethics, Mis
sions, etc. In our brief outline study we can only touch
on the larger movements of the history of the Christian
Church with the hope that the student will be interested
enough in the subject to acquire books and do independ
ent reading. (See Chapter VI, 4A, 3B for recom
mended books).
C. Divisions of Church History. Most church historians
recognize three major divisions of church history: 1)
the Ancient Church (A.D. 30-500); 2) the Medieval
Church (A.D. 500-1500); 3) the Modern Church
(AD. 1500-to the present time). We shall follow this
outline in our present study.

1A.THE

PERIOD OF THE ANCIENT CHURCH (A.D. 30-

500). This period of 470 years witnesses the era of
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formation of the Christian Church, the era of persecution,
and the era of consolidation during which time the Church
became firmly established in the Roman Empire and was
extended throughout the Empire as the mightiest force of
the period.
1B. The Period of Formation (A.D. 30-100). This is
the era of Christ and the Apostles. The Christian
Church was formed by our Lord Jesus Christ. The
original organization centered around the 12 Apostles
who were the first leaders and teachers of the Church.
1C. The Central Doctrines of the Church. According
to the New Testament the central doctrines of
the Church included the following: the Deity of
Christ (John's Gospel; Phil. 2; Hebrews, etc.);
the Blood Atonement through Christ's Death
(Acts 20:28; Rom. 3:25; 5:9; Eph. 1:7, etc.);
the Resurrection Gospels (Acts; Rom. 1:4; I
Cor. 15, etc.); and the Second Coming (Matt.
24-25; I-II Thess.; Revelation). These doctrines were emphasized over and over again by
our Lord and by the writers of the New Testa
ment.

2C. The basic organization of the early Church.
Many of us believe that the intended church
organization for all time is given us in the New
Testament. When this simple and basic form of
church government was supplanted by a later
despotic government the church lost her purity
of doctrine and her purity of life. The woeful
history of the Middle Ages called "The Dark
Ages" is evidence of the tragic consequences
of substituting man-made organization for the
New Testament spiritual fellowship of believers,
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In the church of the first century there were
three offices, two of them designed to be perma
nent in the Church. There was the office of the
Apostle. The Apostle was one of the twelve men
selected by our Lord for the work of forming the
Christian Church. The last of the Apostles was
John, who died in Ephesus about A.D. 95.
With his death the temporary office of the
Apostle ceased and the elder took his place.
Every church organized in the first century was
governed by a group of men, elected by
the congregation, called elders.
These men
were the overseers of the church. They had the
spiritual needs of the congregation in their care;
they did the teaching and preaching with the
consent of the congregation (I Tim. 5:17; Tit.
1:5; I Peter 5:1-4;Acts 14:23; 15:6; 20:17ff.;
James 5:14). There were also deacons appointed
in the early church to care for the temporal needs
of the congregation (Acts 6:1-6). Thus the
New Testament distinguished two permanent of
fices in the Church, and only two. There is no
Scriptural authority for the offices of priest, or
bishop (as supreme head over the church within
a geographical area. In the New Testament the
term "elder" and "bishop" are used interchange
ably and apply to the same office), or pope.
2B. The period of Persecution (A.D. 100-300). These
two-hundred years witnessed the suffering and exe
cution of millions of followers of Jesus Christ. The
Roman Emperor and the pagan multitudes hated the
Christians and the Christian Church because they op
posed the paganism and licentiousness of the time.
But no amount of persecution could annihilate the
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Church of which our Lord said that "the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it." In fact, the Church
is always purer and most vital during times of op
position and persecution.
3B. The period of Consolidation (A.D. 300-500).
When Emperor Constantine came on the throne of
the Roman Empire in A.D. 313 he became the first
Christian emperor. Constantine made Christianity the
favored religion of the Empire, and before the end
of the 4th century it had become the only legal
religion of the Empire! During these two centuries
the Christian Church became permanently imbedded
in the Empire, and from the Mediterranean area
spread throughout the entire earth (see Acts 1:8).

2A. THE PERIOD OF THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (A.D. 5001500). Medieval means middle, and refers to that
thousand year period between the Ancient and the Modern Church. The history of the Church during this
thousand year period is one of the darkest eras, not only
of the Church, but of all history . The leadership of the
Church is mostly to blame for this situation, in that they
attempted to make the Church the Kingdom of God in
the world, and tried to usurp absolute power in the earth.
They did this in spite of the fact that our Lord Jesus
said "My kingdom is not of this world." (John 18:36).
The most important fact during the middle ages was the
development of the papacy, that is, the development of
the power of the pope. This d evelopment may be traced
in three major stages:

1B. The Stage of Growth (A .D. 500-1200). During
these seven hundred years the pope gained almost
absolute control of the government of the Church and
the government of the Empire. This period was one
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of constant friction and often warfare between the
pope and the emperor.

2B. The Stage of Absolute Power (A.D. 1200-1300).
For about one hundred years the popes realized the
ambitions of their predecessors and exercised unlimit
ed power over the affairs of Church and State.
3B. The Stage of Decline (A.D. 1300-1500). But the
peoples of Europe were beginning to wake up. The
crusades and the great cultural and intellectual re
vival in Europe following gave rise to a deep dis
satisfaction with the unchristian and dictatorial spirit
of the Roman Catholic Church. Scholars began to
study the Scriptures in their original languages. They
soon saw the vast inconsistency of the Church of their
day with the Church of the days of the Apostles.
The stage was being set for the great spiritual up
heaval we know as the Protestant Reformation.

3A. THE

PERIOD OF THE MODERN CHURCH

(A.D. 1500-

1950). These years witness a great deal of activity within
the Christian Church and include the breaking away of
a huge section of the Church from Rome, the rise of
denominations, the great missionary movement, and the
more recent trend toward church union in the fulfillment
of prophecy. We outline these developments.
1B. The Protestant Reformation. This movement, begun
by Martin Luther in A.D. 1517, resulted in the
breaking away from the dominion of Rome of a great
section of the Church. Out of the Protestant Reforma
tion came the three great branches of the Protestant
Church: 1) the Lutheran Church; 2) the Reformed
Church; and 3) the Anglican Church (Church of
England). Out of Protestantism also came the three
types of church government still in use by the Pro-
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testant Church: 1) the episcopal type (rule of the
church by bishops); 2) the presbyterian type (rule
of the church by duly elected representatives called
elders); and 3) the congregational type (rule of each
congregation by the congregation itself without any
outside interference).
2B. The Era of Modern Missions. The nineteenth century witnessed the greatest surge of missionary endeavor carried on by the Christian Church since
the days of the Apostles. This missionary movement
is still in progress and may well be one of the signs
of the nearness of Christ's return (Matt. 24:14).
3B. The Rise of Denominations. One of the phenomenal
developments of the past two centuries has been the
rise of hundreds of denominations within the Pro
testant Church. This movement has arisen largely
as the result of special emphasis on the pecularities
of some religious group.
4B. The Trend Toward Church Union. In the past
fifty years (1900-1950)
perhaps the most important development in the Protestant Church is that
toward church union. Since the beginning of the
century many church groups have united such as the
Baptists, the Methodists, and others. The future will
undoubtedly witness the union of many Protestant
groups and the ultimate formation of a great Protestant super-church exercising tremendous power. Many
of us see this trend as a fulfillment of Prophecy. We
expect this huge Protestant united Church, with
modernistic leadership, to go ultimately into union
with the Roman Catholic Church. The situation of
Revelation 13 will then be possible.

88

4A. TRENDS IN THE CHURCH TODAY. Because many of us
believe that we are living in the last days of this age
we view with great interest the developments in the re
ligious world today. Three most important movements
within the organized Church are Romanism, Modernism
and Fundamentalism.

1B. Romanism. By Romanism we mean the powerful
religious system of the Roman Catholic Church.
This system developed during the Middle Ages. The
Protestant Reformation threw the Roman Church
off balance for a time, but since the 19th century,
Rome has been making tremendous gains in numbers,
in world-prestige, and in world power, especially
is this true in the totalitarian states and nations of the
world. The Roman Catholic Church may rightly be
called the most powerful religious force in the world
today. The word of prophecy seems to indicate that
the last great spiritual dictatorship in this age will
be the Roman Church (Rev. 13-19).
2B. Modernism. The second threat to religious liberty
is that of modernism. Modernism is a religious de
velopment within the Protestant Church which has
departed from the historic Christian doctrinal posi
tion. Modernism in the Protestant Church originated
in Germany in the early part of the 19th century
and since has captured every major denomination
in the world. Modernism denies the basic doctrines
of the Christian faith such as the Deity of Jesus
Christ, the inspiration of the Bible, the blood atone
ment, the necessity of the new birth for salvation,
and the fact of Hell! Modernism no longer deserves
the right to the title "Christian" and has degener
ated to a mere system of ethics and sociology. The
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modernistic church is not interested in the salvation
of souls but rather in the promotion of socialism
and communism throughout the world.
3B. Fundamentalism. The fundamentalist movement was
made necessary by the rise of modernism in the
Church, and arose as a protest and a counter-force
against unchristian teaching in the Church. The Bible
Institute movement and the rise of a great many In
dependent Fundamental Churches has been successful in maintaining the doctrinal purity of the Protestant Church. There are, of course, many fundamental
leaders in the great modernistic denominations, but
these leaders will eventually be forced out of positions of leadership. Many of these fundamental
leaders will no doubt ultimately find themselves in
independent fundamental churches.

Conclusion. We have briefly traced the history of the
Christian Church in the world since the time of our Lord Jesus
Christ to the present. We see the wisdom of Christ in the
formation of a visible Church thus providing for His people a
place of worship, fellowship, instruction and service. We lament the abuses of this privilege by corrupt leaders through
the centuries, but we rejoice that even today we may find in
every place some group of God's people who preserve the
pure worship, doctrine and organization of the early Christian
Church. May the Lord increase their numbers until He comes.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VII
1. Give the three broad divisions of Church History with
the dates for each division.
2. What were the three offices in the church of the first
century?
3. Who is known as the first Christian emperor? What influence did he exercise in the Christian Church?
4. What great mistake did church leaders make in the period
of the medieval church?
5. What were some of the causes that led to the decline
of the power of the Roman Catholic Church near the
end of the medieval church period?
6. What three main branches of the Protestant Church
developed out of the Reformation?
7. What three types of church government developed out of
the Reformation?
8. What seems to be the most important movement in the
Protestant church in the past fifty years?
9. What three trends are to be noted in the Christian Church
today?
10. Briefly explain each of these trends.
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CHAPTER

VIII

THE BASIC DOCTRINES OF THE
CHRISTAN FAITH

Introduction
A. The Need for this study. We are living in a day when
the great central doctrines of the Word of God are
either ignored, neglected or disbelieved. A well-taught
church-member is indeed a rare find. This condition
is appalling and ought to strike concern into the heart
of every Bible believer and every church member. No
Christian ought to be content until he knows what he
believes and why. This lesson is designed to give in
barest outline form the basic doctrines of the Christian
faith.
B. The Source of Material. The Bible and the Bible alone
is the source of Christian doctrine. The Christian is to
hold to the Bible as the only authoritative rule of what
he is to believe and how he is to conduct himself as a
Christian.
C. The Method of Doctrinal Study. The Bible is not a
Book on doctrine as such. The various Christian doc
trines are the result of a careful study of all the Bible
and the compiling of all the Scriptures on any one
theme until all that the Bible has to say on that subject
is brought to light, analyzed and classified. This method
safeguards from building a doctrine on some obscure
or isolated passage. Most of the false cults and isms
today are the result of hit-and-miss Bible study.
D. The Major Doctrines Listed. We shall not attempt to
deal with all the doctrines taught by the Word of God;
The following list is a selection of what seem to be the
most important and the most needful:
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1. Doctrine of the Bible
2. Doctrine of God
3. Doctrine of Man
4. Doctrine of Jesus Christ
5. Doctrine of Salvation
6. Doctrine of the Holy Spirit
7. Doctrine of the Church.
1A. DOCTRINE

OF THE BIBLE. Since the Bible is the only

reliable and authoritative source of Christian doctrine it
is well that we study what the Bible has to say about
itself.

1B. The Origin of the Bible. The Bible is a supernaturally inspired Book. It came from God. The Holy Spirit
imparted divine wisdom and divine words to the writers and guarded them from all error as they wrote.
(II Tim. 3:15-17; I Cor. 2:13-14; II Peter 1:2021).
2B. The Purpose of the Bible. The primary purpose of
the Bible is two-fold:

1C. To reveal God to man. It would be utterly im
possible for finite man to discover the Infinite
apart from the gracious self-revelation of the
Infinite. In the Bible God has been pleased to
reveal Himself to man as the God of redeeming love (John 3:16; 20:30-31; II Tim. 3:1617; Titus 2:11-14.
2C. To reveal God's will to man. In the Bible man
has all he needs to know about God and about
God's will for his life. If a man regulates his
life according to the teaching of the Bible he
need not fear that he is displeasing the Almighty
(II Tim. 3:16-17; Matt. 7:21; I Jno. 2:3,
etc.).
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3B. The Authority of the Bible. The Word of God is the
only authoritative rule of the Christian's faith and
life. He must measure all he believes and all he
does by the standard of God's holy Word. No
Church and no pope and no church council stands
above the Bible as the supreme authority in the
Church and for the Christian's life. (II Tim. 3:1617; Gal. 1:8-9).
2A. DOCTRINE OF GOD. The Doctrine of God is the chief
subject of meditation and conversation. When a man is
thinking about God and studying about God and talk
ing about God he is performing the highest and holi
est function possible. The Bible is full of God and tells
us all we may certainly know about Him.
1B. The Person of God. The Bible teaches that God is
a Person. It tells us that there is only one true and
living God, the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe.
The Bible also reveals the otherwise unknowable
mystery that there are three Persons in the Godhead
-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit. These three Persons are all the same in sub
stance, in power and in glory. (Matt. 3:16-17;
Matt. 28:19; II Cor. 13:14; John 1:1-3; John 5:18;
Acts 5:3-4).
1B. The Perfections of God. No human mind can begin
to grasp the concept of God as He is in Himself. God
is far above the ability of man to conceive. We can
not know the meaning of infinity, eternity, immut
ability, etc. These are concepts beyond us. Yet the
Bible tells us that God is the Eternal One, the In
finite One, the Unchangeable One-God is absolute
perfection in everything, and although we cannot
understand these things yet we can believe them, and
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we can love this Holy Person so wonderfully mani
fest in Jesus Christ. (John 1:18; 14:8-9; Heb.
1:1-4; Phil 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-18).
3B. The Purpose of God. God has an eternal purpose
which includes all things in the universe both past,
present and future. This comprehensive purpose He is
working out according to His own will and for His
only glory. (Rom. 11:36, Eph. 1; Acts 2:23; Rom.
8:28-30, etc.).
4B. The Providence of God. This word refers to God's
act of creation and His work of sustaining and rul
ing all that He has made. There is not one of His
creatures that escapes His watchful care. (Rev.
4:11; Dan. 4:35; Gen. 1:1; Heb. 1:3; Neh. 9:6;
Matt. 10:30).

3A. DOCTRINE OF MAN. Either man is the handiwork of God
by creation or he is the product of a blind mechanical
force called evolution. The Bible says that man is the
creative work of God and this is a thousand times easier
to believe than that man and all the rest of the universe
simply happened! (Gen. 1:1).

1B. The creation of man. Man was created in the image
of God. The term image
the likeness of God in
rational, spiritual being.
den of Eden to keep
propagate the race.

(Gen. 1:27) has reference to
man-man is an intelligent,
Man was placed in the Garit and was commanded to

2B. The covenant of works and the fall of man. When
God made man He entered into an agreement (covenant) with him that if he would perfectly obey the
Creator for a sufficient probationary period then
God would reward him with immortality, i.e., eternal
life, (Gen. 2:15-17). This covenant was made by
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God not only with Adam, but with Adam and all
his posterity as the Representative head of the human
race. Thus, when Adam fell the entire human race
fell with him. (Rom. 5:12-21; I Cor. 15:21-22;
Eph. 2:1-3). That this doctrine is true is evidenced
by several phenomena:
1C. The universality of sin. Can any man deny the
fact that all men are sinners ? Why are all
men sinners by nature? Because they are stained
with sin at birth by virtue of their connection
with a fallen race. (Rom. 3:23).
2C. The universality of death. God said that sin pro
duces death; all men die! Even babies die! Thus
the logical conclusion - all men are sinners.
(Rom. 6:23 with Gen. 2:17).
3B. The Covenant of Grace. But God did not leave man
kind to their just fate! In unbelievable grace and
tender mercy He planned a way from eternity where
by He could redeem His elect from the consequences
of sin. God planned to save man Himself! This
He did when in the Person of His Son He died for
the sins of the world. The first indication of the
coming Saviour is given in Gen. 3:15. The blood
Sacrifices for sin throughout the Old Testament point
to the need of a Saviour, and typify His coming
and His atoning work on the Cross.
The covenant of Grace God made with His Son,
the Representative Head of God's elect, the second
Adam. In this covenant God promised to give His
Son a great company of the elect if The Son would
take the sinner's place and pay the penalty of the
sinner's guilt. This Christ agreed to do and this He
did! God is keeping His part of the bargain and day
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by day is adding to the Church such as are being
saved. (Eph. 1:4, Titus 1:2; John 6:37; John

17:6).
4A. DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST. Jesus Christ is the central
figure of the Bible. He is the One Who entered into
intimate relationship with man by becoming Himself Man,
yet without sin. The Christian must be clear on the doc
trine of Christ for on this doctrine depends his right
understanding of all other doctrines of the Bible.

1B. The Deity of Christ. The word "deity" comes from
a Latin word meaning "God". The term, therefore,
refers to the fact that Christ is God. Anyone who
believes the Bible must also believe that Jesus Christ
is God because the Bible teaches this fact very clearly and positively (John 1:1-18; John 5; Phil. 2:511; Col. 1:15-19; Heb. 1, etc.).
2B. The Two Natures of Christ. Christ was God from
eternity and He was no less God when He became
Man. In His Incarnation (when He became flesh)
He took to Himself a truly human nature, apart from
sin. Thus in Christ are two natures in One Person.
It was necessary that Christ be both God and Man
in order that He might be our Saviour: as perfect
Man He was man's representative, doing for us what
we failed to do, i.e., giving perfect obedience to God's
holy law. As God His Sacrafice is of Infinite value
and sufficient to save any and all sinners who come
unto Him (I Tim. 2:5; John 1:14; Rom. 9:5; Col.
2:9; Phil. 2:5-11).
3B. The Virgin Birth of Christ. By Virgin birth is meant
that Mary gave birth to Christ without the aid of
natural generation. This miracle is clearly taught in
Scripture (Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38). The
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Virgin birth was necessary in order that Christ might
not be contaminated with the sin of mankind inherited
through Adam. His Virgin birth safeguarded His
purity and sinlessness and thus made possible the
perfection of His Sacrifice (Heb. 4:15; 7:26).
4B. The Sinless Life of Christ. Our Lord, from the time
of His birth to the moment of His death, never sinned
once in word or thought or deed. He pleased the
Father in all things. Only thus could He fulfill the
law of God. His obedience is credited to the believ
er's account so that God can look upon the believer
as having perfectly kept His holy law. As we exalt
the substitutionary work of our Saviour let us not
overlook the substitutionary character of His life.
(Heb. 4:15; Heb. 7:26; Matt. 17:5; John 8:29;
John 17:4).
5B. The Vicarious (Substitutionary) Death of Christ.
When Christ died He died for the sinner and in the
sinner's place. Christ took in Himself the curse and
condemnation due the sinner in order that the be
liever might never have to experience these things.
Thus Christ indeed becomes our Saviour, saving us
from eternal Hell. (Rom. 3:21-26; II Cor. 5:21;
I Peter 1:18-19; I Peter 2:24; Heb. 1:3; Heb.
9:11-14; Rev. 5:9; John 1:12; 3:16; 3:36, etc.).
6B. The Resurrection of Christ. The resurrection of Christ
from the dead is the climax of His redeeming work;
it is the proof that everything He said about Him
self is true; it is the evidence that God was pleased
to accept His atoning work; it is the seal and assur
ance of the resurrection of the body; it is without
doubt the greatest event the world has ever wit
nessed; it is the best attested fact of history and the
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cardinal doctrine of the Christian faith (Matt. 28;
Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20; Acts 17:31; I Cor.
15:4; Eph. 1:20, etc.).
7B. The Ascension of Christ. Forty days after His
resurrection Christ ascended back into Heaven (Acts
1:9-11). He went back with a human glorified body
so that now there is a "Man in Glory"-the "first
fruit" of the resurrection. Christ ascended back to
Heaven for a number of reasons:
1C. To make application in Heaven of His atoning
work on earth (Heb. 9:1-10:18).The thought
of this passage is that Christ did in the Heavenly
tabernacle what the Great High Priest did in
the earthly tabernacle during the Old Testament
dispensation. (Study Lev. 16 in this connection) .
2C. To send the Holy Spirit. Because Christ was
now in a body He could no longer be everywhere at once. He was therefore greatly limited
in the application of His salvation to the hearts
and lives of men. But the Holy Spirit is not thus
limited. The Holy Spirit is in the world today
witnessing everywhere through the preaching of
the Word and the testimony of believers and
is applying the redemptive work of Christ to
all God's elect. (Acts 1-2).

3C. To act as the Great High Priest of the Church.

In this capacity Christ having made atonement
for the sins of His people, now carries on the
ministry of perpetual intercession, appearing in
Heaven before the face of God for His own
(Heb. 9:24; 7:25).

4C. Personally to receive every redeemed soul into
Heaven. Christ stands as the official Greeter at
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the entrance to the Holy City. What a thrilling
reception is this! (Acts 7:56, 59).

5A. THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION. The term "Salvation"
is used here as an inclusive term comprehending the sin
ner's salvation from start to finish.

1B. Election. There is some mystery attached to the doc
trine of election. Because we cannot understand all
that is involved, however, is no reason why we should
not accept this truth. By election is meant God's
sovereign selection from eternity of an innumberable
company of souls, redeemed by Christ's blood, re
generated by the Holy Spirit, and ultimately received
into glory. The number of the elect is fixed and cer
tain and known only to God. From the human stand
point there is no reason why any soul who wants to
may not accept Jesus Christ and be saved. When
he does this he gives evidence that he is of the elect.
(John 6:37; 6:65; Eph. 1:4; Rom. 8:28-30; II
Thes. 2:13-14; I Peter 1:10). When we under
stand that every man is spiritually dead and unable
even to hear much less respond to the call of the
Gospel apart from the sovereign operation of the
Holy Spirit we then understand how necessary the
electing grace of God is if any are to be saved. (Eph.
2:1-10).
2B. Regeneration. The next step after election seems to
be regeneration. This term refers to the gracious work
of the Holy Spirit in transforming the sinner into
a saint. Regeneration is a sovereign, miraculous, crea
tive and instantaneous work of God. Our Lord speaks
of regeneration as the "new birth" (John 3:1-7;
Paul speaks of it as the "new creation" (II Cor.
5:17). and as the "new man" (Eph. 4:17-24).
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3B. Conversion. Conversion is the evidence of regenera
tion; it is the logical experience following the transformation wrought in the believer's life by the Holy
Spirit. Where once the sinner walked with his back
turned toward God and spiritual things, now he
walks with his face turned toward spiritual things,
now he walks with his face turned toward God. The
things he once loved (his sins) now he hates, and
the things he once hated (righteousness) now he loves.
(I Thess. 1:9-10).
4B. Justification. The moment a man believes on Jesus
Christ as his Saviour and Sin-Bearer that moment
he is justified in God's sight. This means that now
God may look upon the sinner as if he had never
sinned. Justification, according to one very fine definition is "an act of God's free grace, wherein He
pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous
in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ im
puted to us, and received by faith alone." (Rom.
3:21-3; II Cor. 5:21; Rom. 5:1, etc.).
5B. Sanctification. An excellent definition of sanctifica
tion is the following taken from the Westminster
Shorter Catechism: "Sanctification is the work of
God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the
whole man after the image of God, and are enabled
more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteous
ness." This is the normal and expected experience of
every believer! (Rom. 6-8; II Peter 3:18; II Peter
1:5-11, etc.).
6B. Presentation. When the Holy Spirit performs a work
of regeneration in the believer's life that work is
permanent. Once a man becomes a child of God
through faith in Jesus Christ he can never become
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unborn. Those who profess faith in Christ and then
at some later date fall away evidence the fact that
they were never really born again (I John 2:19).
The preservation of believers is the clear teaching of
Scripture (John 10:28-29; Phil. 1:6; Rom. 8:2839; II Thess. 2:13-14; Eph. 1:3-14; I Peter 1:5,
etc.). Passages which seem to imply the possibility
of falling away are given as warnings to those who
merely play with Christianity and to Christians who
are beginning to get a bit careless.
7B. Glorification. The ultimate climax of salvation for
every true believer is entrance into glory. At death
the believer is made perfect in holiness (Rev. 14:13;
19:8), and passes immediately into Heaven (Luke
23:43; Phil. 1:23; II Cor. 5:8; Acts 7:59)
. . . The believer's body rests in the grave wait
ing for the resurrection (I Thess. 4:14; John
5:28). At the resurrection every believer's body
will be raised up in glory and reunited with the
soul. He shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted
before the Great White Throne, and will enter into
perfect and eternal blessedness (I Cor. 15:43; Matt.
10:32; Psa. 16:11, etc.).

6A. DOCTRINE

THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Holy Spirit is a
Person just as truly as is the Father and the Son. There
are abundant evidences of this truth in the Scriptures.
There He is spoken of as a Person and all the attributes
of personality are credited to Him. His part in the appli
cation of Christ's redemptive work necessitates a Person
and not a mere influence or force. The following list of
His duties is not complete, but sufficient to indicate that
the believer ought to acknowledge the Holy Spirit in his
life and ought to love Him, obey Him, and seek to please
OF
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Him in all that he does and says.
1B. The Holy Spirit is the Agent of Redemption (John
3:1-7; Titus 3:5).
2B. He is the Christian's Comforter and Helper (John
14:16-17).
3B. He is the Christian's Teacher (John 14:26; I Cor.
2:6-16; I John 2:20).
4B. He is the Christian's Helper in Prayer (Rom. 8:2627).

5B. He is the Christian's Source of Assurance (Rom.
8:16-17).
6B. He indwells the Christian
3:16; I Cor. 6:19).

(John 14:17;

1 Cor.

7B. He is the Christian's Power in Service (Acts 1:8).
8B. He is the Divine Administrator of the Church (I Cor.
12-14; Eph. 5:1-16).

7A. DOCTRINE

THE CHURCH. This doctrine is of utmost
inportance today inasmuch as many leaders in Protestant
ism are working feverishly to erect a world-wide super
church intended to exercise tremendous power over the
minds and souls and bodies of men.
OF

1B. The Founder of the Church. Our Lord Jesus is the
alone Founder and Head of the Christian Church.
He has never delegated authority to any man to
act as His representative in this capacity. Anyone
who assumes the title "Head of the Church", or
"Pope" or "Universal Bishop", or "Holy Father",
or "Vicar of Christ" is usurping authority belonging
to Christ alone and is an apostate and a liar. (Eph.
1:20-23; Col. 1:18).
2B. The Founding of the Christian Church. The Church
was founded by our Lord at Pentecost when He
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sent the Holy Spirit to inaugurate the new era of
Gospel preaching and Christian fellowship. At Pente
cost God began the great work of gathering out of the
nations of the world a people for His Name (Acts

2:1-47; 15:14).
3B. TheEssence of the Church. Although the New Testa
ment recognizes a form of organization for the Church,
yet the Church is not an organization-it is a spiritual
fellowship with Christ as the Head, composed of all
who profess faith in Christ as Saviour and Lord and
who give evidence of seeking His will in their lives.
Anything else than this has no right to the name
"Church" in the New Testament sense of the word.
4B. The Government of the Church. The New Testa
ment Church is a democratic body ruled by the con
gregation through duly elected representatives. The
New Testament recognized only two officers in the
Church since the days of the Apostles-the elder
and the deacon. The elder exercises spiritual leader
ship (not dictatorship) and the deacon cares for the
temporal needs of the church. Nowhere in the New
Testament will you find priests, bishops, archbishops,
cardinals and popes! (Acts 14:23; 15:6; 20:17ff;
I Tim. 5:17; Titus 1:5; I Peter 5:1; Acts 6:1-6;
I Tim. 3:8ff).
5B. The Marks of a True Christian Church. According
to the New Testament there are two marks of a
genuine Christian Church: those two marks are 1)
the preaching of the Word; and 2) the observance
of the Sacraments.
1C. The Preaching of the Word. The true Church
must hold to the inspired Word of God as
the only supreme authority in matters of faith
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and life. It will make the Bible central in its
instruction and in its worship. (Matt. 28:20;
I Tim. 4:1-4; 6:3-4; II Tim. 2:14-15; 4:1-5;

Gal. 1:6-10).

2C. The Observance of the Sacraments. Our Lord
Jesus instituted only two Sacraments, not seven,
as is taught by the Church of Rome. These two
sacraments are Baptism and the Lord's Supper.
1D. Baptism. The Christian Church was charged
by our Lord to baptize all believers. This
baptism is the badge of discipleship and the
initiatory rite into the visible church. (Matt.

28:19-20).
2D. The Lord's Supper. The New Testament
tells us that Christ instituted the Supper as
a perpetual memorial feast to be observed
by His people until He returns. The wafer
typifies His body broken for us; the wine
typifies His blood shed for the remission of
sins. (II Cor. 11:23-30).
Conclusion. We have been studying the basic doctrines
of the Christian faith. It would be well for every Christian
to fix in his mind and memory an outline of Christian doctrine
in order that he might be ready to give an answer to any
man that asks him what it is a Christian believes.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VIII
1. Why is it important that every Christian study Christian
doctrine?
2. What is the only source of Christian doctrine?
3. What method does the student follow in making a study
of Bible doctrine?
4. What four important facts about God does the B ible
reveal?
5. Discuss the covenant of works and the fall of man.
6. What are two evidences that the fall of Adam involved
the fall of the entire human race?
7. Discuss the covenant of grace.
8. What is meant by the term "deity" of Christ?
9. Discuss the doctrine of the two natures of Christ.
10. What is the meaning and importance of the Virgin Birth
of Christ?
11. Why was it necessary that Christ be sinless?
12. What is meant by the substitutionary death of Christ?
Give several Scriptures that teach this doctrine.
13. What is the importance of the resurrection of Christ?
14. Give four reasons for the ascension of Christ.
15. Briefly discuss the doctrine of election.
16. What is regeneration?
17. What is conversion?
18. What is justification?
19. What is sanctification?
20. What do we mean by the preservation of the Christian?
21. List some of the activities of the Holy Spirit.
22. What is the essence of the Christian Church?
23. According to the New Testament how is the Christian
Church to be governed?
24. What are the marks of a truly Christian Church?
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CHAPTER

IX

OUTLINE OF BIBLE PROPHECY

(PART I)

Introduction. One of the most fascinating and profit
able studies the Bible student can make is that of the prophecies
of the Bible. This outline study of the prophetic Word is
intended to whet the appetite of the student and to create a
desire to dig more deeply into this treasure-house of knowledge.
A. The Prominence of Prophecy in the Bible. The Bible
is really a prophetic Book. One of the most important
sections of the Old Testament is that of the Prophets.
A study of the Old Testament prophets reveals the fact
that they fulfilled a two-fold function: they prophecied,
or forth-told, the message of God for the people of their
day, and they fore-told the divine message for the people
of a future day. Sometimes their foretelling depicted
events to take place in the immediate future; more often
they foretold events to take place in the more distant
future. Many of the Old Testament prophecies have
yet to take place. These will be listed in our outline as
we progress.
B. The Value of Prophetic Study. The very fact that a
large portion of the Bible deals with events that are
yet future indicates that it is imperative that the Bible
student concern himself with the study of Bible pro
phecy. Some of the values of such a study are as follows:

1. Such a study helps

to confirm the Christian's faith

in the divine origin of the Bible. Who but God could
predict with minute accuracy the events in the far
off future?

2. The Study of prophecy helps the Christian to adjust
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and focus his sights. Prophecy gives the Bible student
the proper perspective. If the modernist, for example,
knew his Bible better he would not be wasting his
time trying to bring in the Kingdom that the Bible
expressly states will come only with the Return of
our Lord. He would be able to read the signs of
the times, and would know that this age is going
to end in the failure of man to establish a righteous
world. How different from his vain and fanciful
wishful thinking of a Utopia ushered in through
human efforts!
3. Prophetic study helps to keep Christ real to the believer. There is no more powerful incentive to living
and faithful service than the fact that Christ is soon
coming back!

4. A study of prophecy gives the student the ability
rightly to interpret contemporary world events. The
importance of such an ability is evident in this day in
which events of truly world-wide significance are
taking place.

C. The Major Subjects of Bible Prophecy. A study of
the Word of God discloses that the major subjects of
prophecy are the following:
1. Jesus Christ in His first and second Advents.
2. The Jew as he fits into the plan and program of God.
3. The Church regarding her character and destiny in
the end times.
4. World History, especially in regard to the political
set-up of the last days.

5. The Signs of Christ's Return.
6. The Last Things, or the winding up of God's great
purposes for the world and the inauguration of the
eternal era.
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1A.PROPHECY CONCERNING JESUSCHRIST. The bulk of
Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus Christ have
to do with His second coming. The Hebrew prophet
was not granted a full revelation of the coming of Christ
to die and through His death to fashion a universal Church
composed largely of Gentiles. The Old Testament
prophet was given, rather, to depict the glorious character
of the coming earthly kingdom of our Lord during the
Millennium. There are a number of prophecies, however,
in the Old Testament that have to do with Christ's first
advent. The list given below of such prophecies is taken
from Blackstone's admirable little book Jesus Is Coming
(p. 23).

1B.Prophecies Regarding His First Advent.
1C. He was to be born of a Virgin (Isa. 7:14).

2C. He was to be born at Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
3C. There was to be a slaughter of children connected with His birth (Jer. 31:15).

4C. He was to be called out of Egypt (Hos. 11:1).
5C. He was to be anointed with the Spirit (Isa.
11:2).

6C. He was to make an entry into Jerusalem (Zech.
9:9).

7C. He was to be betrayed by a friend (Psa. 41:9).
8C. He was to be forsaken by His Disciples (Zech.
13:7).
9C. He was to be sold for 30 pieces of silver (Zech.
11:12).
10C.A Potter's Field was to be bought in connection
with His Death (Zech. 11:13).
11C. He was to be spit on and scourged (Isa. 50:6).
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12C. Not a bone of His body was to be broken (Ex.
12:46; Psa. 34:20).
13C. He was to be offered gall and vinegar (Psalm
69:21) .
14C. His hand and feet were to be pierced, His gar
ments parted and lots cast (Psa. 22).
15C. He was to know poverty, suffering, patience,
and death (Isa. 53).
2B. Prophecies to be fulfilled regarding Christ's Second
Advent. A careful study of the Scriptures that deal
with the second coming of Christ seem very clearly
to indicate two phases of that coming. Christ will
come first for His saints. This coming is described in
I Thes. 4:13-18; II Thess. 2:1. Some time after this
epochal event Christ will return to earth with His
saints to set up His righteous Kingdom which will
endure for 1000 years. (Acts 1:11; Zech. 14:4-5;
Matt. 16:27; 24:29-30; Rev. 20:1-6).
1C. His return is to be personal and visible Acts 1:11;
John 14:3; I Thes. 4:16).
2C. His return will result in the resurrection and translation of believers (I Thess. 4:13-18). This
event is called the "Rapture" which means
"caught up" and it will occur before the great
Tribulation gets under way and before the Lord
comes back to the earth to rule and reign.
3C. He will return to this earth with His saints. This
is the second phase of His Coming. (Acts 1:11;
Zech 14:4; II Thess. 1:8; Matt. 24:30; I
Peter 1:7; 4:13; Job 19:25; I Thes. 3:13;
Jude 14).
4C. When He comes He will destroy Antichrist (II
Thess. 2:8.
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5C. He shall sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem
(Matt. 25:31; Rev. 5:13; Isa. 9:6-7; Luke
1:32; Ezek. 21:25-27).
6C. When He comes He will judge the nations.
(Matt. 25:32).
7C. During the Millennium all kings and nations
shall serve Him (Psa. 72:11; Isa. 49:6-7;
Rev. 15:4; Zeh. 9:10; Rev. 11:15;
Isa. 45:
23; Zech. 14:16; Psa. 86:9).

2A. PROPHECY CONCERNING

THE JEW. About 2000 years
before Christ, God called a man named Abraham out
of the city of Ur in the region of Mesopotamia, and made
him the father of the Hebrew people. This account is
given in Genesis 12. The remainder of the Old Testament
is the record of God's dealings with this chosen people.
In the Old Testament God has been pleased to sketch
the history of this amazing people from their origin to
the end of time.
1B. Why God Chose The Jew. The question comes
Why did God choose the Jew? Several answers are
forthcoming: First, God chose the Jew in order that

He might have a medium through which to reveal
Himself to the world. God dealt with the Hebrew
nation as He has dealt with no other nation in
human history. He dealt personally with them; He
led them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night; He performed miracles in their be
half; He fought their enemies, protected them in
danger, gave them a land of milk and honey for
their home, promised to make them a great nation,
and promised that He would make them a blessing
to the entire world.
In the second place, God chose the Jew in order that
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He might have a people to whom He might com
municate His truth and through whom He might
preserve and propagate that truth. This was the
sacred responsibility of Israel, and in spite of her
rebellion, stubbornness and often blindness, God ac
complished His purpose. The Old Testament Scrip
tures are the blessed result.
God chose the Jew for a third reason, more im
portant than any of the others, namely, that He

might, through the Jewish nation, present to the world
the Saviour, His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ
was a Jew according to the flesh, for His mother
was a Jewess. We Christians ought never to forget
this and we should love the Jew for Christ's sake.

2B. Jewish History from the Sojourn in Egypt
Kingdom Period. (ca. 1800 to 1000 B.C.).

to

the

1C. Period of Prosperity in Egypt (ca. 1800-1500
B.C.). Genesis describes how Joseph was sold
into Egypt by his jealous brothers. In Egypt
the Lord prospered Joseph so that ultimately
he became the prime-minister of the land. During
a universal famine he invited his father and
brothers to live in Egypt where there was a suf
ficient supply of food stored up. Jacob and his
large family remained in Egypt, and their off
spring, during the 400 years of their Egyptian
sojourn, became a mighty people.

2C. Period of Oppression (ca. 1500 to 1440 B.C.).
A new king arose in Egypt who did not love
the Hebrew people but who hated and mistrusted
them. Through his instrumentality the Hebrews
were made the persecuted slaves of the Egyptian
throne. God was taking this means of teaching
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His chosen people dependence upon Him and
of becoming their Redeemer. (Exodus 1)
3C. The Exodus (ca. 1440-1400 B.C.) . The ac
count of the deliverence of the people of God
from the bondage of Egypt is described in the
book of Exodus. Moses was the leader. Because
of their constant rebellion and murmuring against
God the people were punished and were made
to wander forty years in the wilderness before
being allowed to enter the promised land. (See

Numbers).
4C. The Period of Settlement and Establishment in
Canaan (Palestine) (ca. 1400-1000 B.C.).
The account of the events during this period
is given in Joshua, Judges and I-II Samuel.

3B. Jewish History from the Kingdom Period to the time
of Jesus Christ (ca. 1000 B.C. to A.D. 1). This
one-thousand year period witnessed the development
of the Jewish kingdom, the rise of the Old Testa
ment prophets and the completion of the Old Testament writings, and captivities of the Hebrew people,
the restoration of the southern kingdom, and the
dispersion of the Jews to all the nations of the then
inhabited earth.
1C. The United Kingdom (ca. 1000 to 933 B.C.).
Following the period of the Judges the Jewish
people formed a monarchy with Saul as the
first king of the Hebrew kingdom. Then came
King David, and following him his son, Solomon.
2C. The Divided Kingdom (ca. 933 to 721 B.C.).
With Solomon's death the kingdom was disrupt
ed for the reason given in the books of Kings
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and Chronicles, and two kingdoms were formed.
The kingdom in the north was called Israel; the
kingdom in the south was called Judah. In the
main most of the kings of Israel were wicked and
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.
The kings of Judah were for the most part good
men.
3C. The Captivities (721 to 536 B.C.). The divine
punishment so well deserved by the northern king
dom came in the y ear 721 B.C. when the
Assyrians invaded the land and took the inhabi
tants away captive. As a result of this invasion
the people of the north were ultimately scattered
to all parts of the earth. S ome 135 years later
the same punishment was meted out to Judah
when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came
against Jerusalem, carried the inhabitants off to
Babylonia, and destroyed the city. With this
event began "the times of the Gentiles" (Luke
21:24). From this event to the second coming
of Christ the Jews are in the background and
the Gentile nations of the world loom large.
With the destruction of Jerusalem and the disper
sion of the Jew came the fulfillment of the many
Old Testament prophecies regarding these events.
For the past 2400 years the Jew has been the
most hated, hunted, hounded and hissed at race
in the world. The climax of Jewish blindness
and rebellion was their rejection and crucifixion
of God's Son. Following this infamous act God's
severe chastisement has followed the J ew wher
ever he has gone. But the most severe trials of
the Jewish race are yet ahead, as we shall see.
Study the following passage to see how accurate120

ly God described the sad plight of the Jew dur
ing their dispersion among the nations (Deut.
28-30).
4C. The Restoration (536 to 432 B.C.). In the
year 536 B.C., Darius, king of the Persians,
now the ruling power over Palestine, made a
decree permitting exiled Jews to return to their
homeland. Only a small handful of Jews re
sponded to the decree, about 50,000. In about
one hundred years after the decree had gone out
the city of Jerusalem, the walls round about the
city, and the Temple had been rebuilt, although
not to be compared with their former splendor.
This partial restoration is not to be confused
with the restoration foretold in the prophecies.
The prophecied restoration is now in progress as
may be seen by a comparison of the events
now taking place with the prophecies themselves.

5C. Jewish History from the Restoration to the time
of Christ (432 B.C. to A.D. 1). This period
of approximately 400 years witnessed the com
pletion of the Old Testament books (Malachi,
the last of the prophets, was written about 400
B.C.). During this period, also, Palestine passed

under the political jurisdiction of three world
powers - the Persians, the Greeks, and the
Romans. In this period of some 400 years several
important developments took place in the Jewish
religion. Synagogues sprang up all over the area
bounding the Mediterranean Sea and became the
center of Jewish worship. A number of religious
groups developed, among them the Pharisees
(orthodox groups), the Sadducees (liberal)
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group) and the scribes (lawyers of the Jewish
faith). We meet each of these groups when
we begin reading the Gospels.

5B. Jewish History from the time of Christ

to

the present.

The Jewish nation rejected Jesus Christ as their
Messiah and were responsible for His death. As a
result of their stubborness and rebellion God sent
them spiritual blindness so that they could not understand the teaching of their Old Testament regarding
Christ. In A.D. 70 He sent the Roman armies utterly
to destroy Jerusalem. From that time to this the Jew
has been a wanderer on the face of the earth-without Temple, sacrifice or priest.
But in the providence of God the time has again
come for Him to begin dealing with the Jew. We
are witnessing today the thrilling drama of the Jews'
restoration to their own land in minute fulfillment of
the Word of God. They are now established in
Palestine; they are reorganizing their ancient religion;
they are reviving their ancient language and instituting their ancient customs. Without doubt the Jews
will very soon begin to agitate for possession of the
ancient Temple site (now occupied by the Mohammedan Mosque of Omar), and will commence build
ing another Temple after the fashion of Solomon's
Temple. Then will come the employment of priest
and sacrifice and prophecy will be complete. The
following prophetic passages bear on these events:
Lev. 26:44-45; Deut. 4:30-31; Deut. 30:1-10;
Jer. 32:36-33;26; Ezek. 33-39. The passage in
Ezekiel is especially clear and detailed. See also
Jer. 16:14-16; Ezek. 20:40-44; Zech. 10:6-8.
6B. The Jews During the Great Tribulation. The Jews
are now going back to Palestine, but in unbelief.
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They are still rejecting Jesus Christ and are still
looking for the coming of the Messiah, not knowing
that it was He Who came nearly 2000 years ago.
When the Jews are back in Palestine and established
in their ancient homeland, the last furious blast of
God's chastisement will fall upon them. This period
is called "the time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer. 30:4-7);
Daniel says that it is "a time of trouble, such as
never was since there was a nation . . ." (Dan.
12:1); our Lord called it a time of "great tribulation"
unparalleled in human history (Matt. 24:21). John
describes the nightmarish horrors of this period in the
book of the Revelation.
7B. The Jews during the Millennial Kingdom. Never
yet have the Jews experienced the fulfillment of the
promises God made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
as recorded in so many places in the Old Testament.
Either God has forgotten about these promises, or
they are to be spiritualized away, or they are to be
taken literally. The first two explanations must be
ruled out, because God cannot lie, and because He
says what He means and means what He says.
The literal interpretation, therefore, seems to many
of us to be the only sane and sensible method. (Isa.
49:18, 22-23; Micah 4:1-2; Zech. 8:20-23; Zech.
14:16; Ezek. 37:23-27; Jer. 23:3-6; Ezek. 40-48).
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IX

1. What was the two-fold ministry of the Old Testament
prophets?
2. Discuss the value of a study of Bible prophecy.

3. What are the six general subjects of Bible prophecy?
4. What is the chief subject of the Old Testament prophecies
regarding Christ?

5. What are some of the prophecies to be fulfilled at the
Second Coming of Christ?

6. Why did God choose a special people as the history of
the Old Testament indicates was the case?

7. Briefly trace the history of the Hebrew nation from 1800
to 1000 B.C.
8. Briefly trace the history of the Hebrew nation from 1000

B.C. to A.D. 1.
9. Briefly trace the history of the Hebrew nation from the
beginning of the A.D. era to the present time.

10. What will be the status of the Hebrew people during
the coming Tribulation period?

11. What will be the status of the Hebrew people during the
millennial reign of Christ?
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CHAPTER

X

OUTLINE OF BIBLE PROPHECY (Continued)
(PART II)
3A. PROPHECY CONCERNING THE CHURCH. The Old
Testament, for the most part, is silent regarding the
New Testament Church. The Hebrew prophets were
nationalistic and their prophecies concerned the nation of
Israel. For purposes of His own God did not disclose
to the Old Testament prophets His plan regarding the
Christian Church. Paul expressly declares that this was
a divine mystery, the revelation of which was reserved
until the New Testament dispensation was ushered in

(Eph. 3:1-13).
When the Jewish nation officially rejected Jesus Christ,
the Gospel was preached to all men and out of the Gentile
nations God began to gather a people for His Name (Acts
15:14). During this Church era, which is almost entirely
Gentile in character, God is not dealing with the Jewish
nation except in chastisement. As we have already studied,
the most severe time of punishment for Israel is still future.
Following that time of tribulation God will again begin
to deal with the Jew as a nation, and will then fulfill His
ancient promises to His chosen people.
We must look, therefore, to the New Testament for light
on the Church regarding its origin, its development and its
destiny. One of the amazing and startling facts of this
20th century is the way the contemporary church is ful
filling prophecies regarding the Church of the end time.

1B.Our Lord's Analysis of the General Character of the
Church (Matt. 13). This chapter is one of the most
significant in all the Gospels regarding the character
of the Christian Church. The chapter consists of
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a series of parables, seven in all, having to do with
"the kingdom of heaven". That the kingdom Jesus
is speaking of is the Christian Church is evident (vs.
34-35). The central teaching is that the Church
visible will include both the true church and the pro
fessing church. Thus we can not expect a perfectly
pure church in this dispensation. Let us make sure
each one that we have truly received Christ into our
hearts and lives. Let us not be satisfied with any
counterfeit Christianity!

2B. Our Lord's Sketch of Church History in Rev. 2-3.
Many of us believe that in the seven letters given by
Christ to the seven Churches named in Rev. 2-3 we
have the inspired outline of church history from the
inauguration of the church to the end of this dispensation.

1C. Evidences that support the historical-sketch view
of Rev. 2-3.
1D. There are seven churches addressed. The
number seven is symbolic of completeness
and is used over and over again in the book
of Revelation. The fact that only seven
of the churches in Asia Minor are selected
gives rise to the belief that that number is
symbolic of the entire scope of the church
age.

2D. The key verse of the book (1:19) indicates
that the book deals with three lines of truth:
1E. "The things which thou hast seen."
These things are evidently the things
John records in chapter one.
2E. "The things which are." These things
have to do with the situation in the
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Church period and are given in chapters
two and three.

3E. "The things which shall be hereafter."
Thus chapters four to the end of the
book deal with the events that take place
"hereafter", i.e., after the Church has
been taken out of the world.
3D. The word "church" is no longer used in the
book following chapter three. This silence
is most significant.
4D. The entire book is symbolic. It would be
strange therefore, if chapters two and three
differed radically from the general scheme
of the book.
2C. The Ephesian Church Period. (Rev. 2:1-7).
This period (if indeed Rev. 2-3 do give an
historical sketch of the Church) includes the year
A.D. 30-100, and is characterized by purity of
faith yet cooling devotion.
3C. The Smyrnan Church Period (2:8-11). This
period extends from A.D. 100 to 300, and is
characterized by persecution. The church has
never suffered more severely than during these
two centuries.
4C. The Pergamos Church Period 2:12-17). This
period extends from A.D. 300 to 600, and is
characterized by compromise and worldliness.
Much of the paganism in the Roman Catholic
religion entered during this period.
5C. The Thyatira Church Period (2:18-29). This
period extends from A.D. 600-1500, and is
characterized by doctrinal impurity and idolatry.
The use of images in worship, the worship of
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angels and martyrs, the veneration of relics and
the worship of Mary all entered the Church during these centuries.
6C. The Sardis Church Period (3:1-6). This period
extends from A.D. 1500 to 1700, and is characterized by deadness and inertia. It is a fact
well-known that following the Protestant Reformation there was very little interest in missions. This was due to constant conflict between
Protestants and Catholics.

7C. The Philadelphian Church Period (3:7-13).
This period extends from A.D. 1700 to the
present time, and is characterized by missionary
expansion. The 19th century is known as the
great century in Protestant Missions. The
impetus of the last century is still moving the
Church today.
8C. The Laodicean Church Period (3:14-22).This
period extends from A.D. 1900 to the present
time, and is characterized by modernism and indifference to Jesus Christ. Modernism originated
in Germany in the 18th century and by the end
of the 19th century had made great inroads
in the Protestant Church around the world. Since
1900 modernism has taken the place of leadership in the Protestant Church.
The above sketch of church
gives the distinctive character
mentioned in Rev. 2-3, but is
description of the church from
the coincidence is remarkable.

history not only
of each church
also an accurate
actual history

3B. The Rapture of the Church. The word "rapture"
means caught up and is a translation of the Creek
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word used in I Thes. 4:17. By "rapture" then is
meant the catching up of the church from earth to
heaven to meet the Lord in the clouds.
1C. The fact of the Rapture. Some Bible students
differ as to the time of the Rapture but all be
lievers of the Bible agree as to the fact of the
Rapture. The Scripture is very clear in its teach
ing of the rapture of the true Church (I Thess.

4:13-18).
2C. The Manner of the Rapture. A study of the
passages dealing with this event reveals the fol
lowing facts:

1D. The rapture will be sudden (Matt. 24:3644).
2D. The rapture will be instantaneous (I Cor.
15:51-52).
3D. The rapture will be mutual (I Thess. 4:1517). It will include all the righteous dead
of all the ages together with all the believers
living at the time the rapture takes place.

4D. The rapture will be secret (I Thess. 4:17).
This astounding event will not be witnessed
by the world. The Church will meet her
Lord in the clouds veiled from unbelievers'
eyes.
5D. The rapture will be transforming (I Cor.
15:51-52).
At the rapture all those resur
rected and all living believers will receive
their resurrection bodies (I John 3:2).
6D. The rapture will be permanent (I Thess.
4:17). Christ's people will be with Him
forever.
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3C. The Time of the Rapture. As has been indicat
ed earnest Bible students differ as to the time
of the Rapture. Some students of the Word
believe that the Rapture takes place after the
tribulation period; others of us think that the
Rapture will take place before the tribulation.
The interested student may refer to excellent
books written on the side of the post-tribulation
rapturists; in this outline some of the arguments
for the pre-tribulation rapture theory are given.
1D. The Typology of the Bible. Throughout
the Bible it seems as if God carefully avoids
inflicting punishments on His people which
are intended for the wicked. Noah and his
family were spared from the horrors of the
flood (Gen. 7). Israel in Egypt were
spared from the consequences of the plagues
(Ex. 7-11). Righteous Lot escaped the destruction of Sodom (Gen. 19).
2D. The Purpose of the Tribulation. It is most
unlikely that God would allow His Church
to undergo tribulation specifically designed
to punish a disobedient Israel and an unbe

lieving world. It is in keeping with His past
record to deliver the righteous from retribution visited on the wicked!
3D. The Promises of the Word. These promises
give us hope that the Church will not go
through the tribulation (Luke 21:36; Rev.
3:10). The last passage, Rev. 3:10, is
especially relevant if the letter to the Phila
delphian church refers to the church of the
end times.
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4D. The Distinction between the Rapture and
the Return of Christ. When Christ comes
back to the earth He evidently comes with
His Church (I Thess. 3:13). The question
is-When did the Church ascend to be
with Christ so that it could come back with
Him? Clearly the Rapture precedes the
Return.

5D. The

Warnings on Watchfulness. The
Scriptures dealing with the Second Coming
of Christ for His Church contain clear and
careful warnings to God's people to be
ready. These warnings indicate that Christ's
coming for His Church will be sudden and
unexpected. Such warnings would be need
less if Christ's coming were to be after the
Tribulation! Anyone having the book of
the Revelation before him could count off
the judgments one by one and would know
certainly when to expect the Lord! But such
certainty as to time is not characteristic of
those who live before the Rapture. We do
have signs that indicate the nearness of the
Lord's return, but have nothing as specific
and definite as the events of the Tribulation
(See Matt. 24:15, 29-30; Rev. 6:12-16,
and all the events of Rev. following).

6D. The Character of the Church's Hope. The
coming of Christ in Titus 2:13 is called "the
blessed hope." It is difficult to see how
anticipation of the horrors of the Tribulation
could be a "blessed" hope.

7D. The Removal of the Church is a Necessity
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Before the Tribulation. If the usually accepted interpretation of II Thess. 2:1-12
is correct then the Rapture must precede
the Tribulation. The great apostacy of v.3
cannot take place while the true Church
is in the world, and the man of sin cannot
be revealed until after the apostacy.

8D. The Plan of the Book of the Revelation.
If Rev. 1:19 gives the plan of the book, and
if Rev. 2-3 give an outline of the Church
age, then the word "hereafter" in 1:19
conclusively proves that the events of chapter
four following take place after the church
is raptured. Rev. 4-5 picture the Church in
Heaven before the judgments of the sub
sequent chapters take place.
4B. The Tribulation Saints. In Rev. 7 there is clear
indication that a great host of believers will come
out of the great tribulation. Note the facts in this
chapter:

1C. At least 144,000 Jews will be saved during the
Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8). These Jews are called
"the servants of God." Probably they are the
preachers of the gospel of the Kingdom (Matt.

24:14).
2C. An innumerable company of Gentiles will be
saved during the Tribulation (Rev. 7:9-17).
1D. Note the geographical area from which these
people come (v.9). It may well be that the
144,000 servants of God will be the mis
sionaries of the tribulation period. If so they
will have compassed the earth in their zeal
for Christ!
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2D. Note their attire (v.9). "White robes and
"palms in their hands." This is descriptive
of Christians in glory.

3D. Note their song (v. 10). "Salvation to our
God ... and unto the Lamb." This is Gospel
terminology.

4D. Note their description (v. 14). They came
out of great tribulation, and they had washed
their robes in the blood of the Lamb!
3C. It seems that most of the tribulation saints will
give their lives for their faith. (Rev. 6:9-11;
7:14; 13:15-17; 20:4).
5B. The Place of the Church in the Millennium. The
Bible does not give a detailed account of the rela
tionship of resurrected believers to the earth during
the millennial period. But we are told certain general
facts as listed below.
1C. The Church will return to earth with Christ when
He comes (Rev. 19:11-16; I Thess. 3:13).
2C. The Church will reign with Christ when He
comes (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:9; 20:4-6).
4A. PROPHECY CONCERNING WORLD HISTORY. The Jewish
nation and their capital city, Jerusalem, have been under
the control of Gentile nations since the Babylonian in
vasion of 586 B.C. It has only been in the last several
years that the Jews have once more come in possession
of their ancient homeland and are now acknowledged
as a separate nation.
This recent Jewish national development is the begin
ning of the end times. Soon Jesus Christ, the Jewish
Messiah, will return. He will establish Israel in their own
land and will fulfill the Old Testament promises made
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to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In the long interim from
the beginning of Gentile dominion to the present (over
2500 years) world history has shaped up exactly as the
Word of God said it would. The following outline is a
brief sketch of these historic developments and of the
political events just ahead.

1B. The Four World Powers of Daniel. Some three
chapters in the prophecy of Daniel are prophetic
of the origin, development and culmination of the
Gentile nations (ch. 2, 7, 11:36ff.)
In every crisis
of God's people He has been pleased to give the
comforting light of prophecy which explains to those
who are "wise" (Dan. 12:10) the ultimate triumph
of God. (II Peter 1:19). So He does in Daniel's
day. Daniel 2:31-45 is a complete picture of
Gentile world development. It is interesting to note
that every other prophetic picture of these developments coincides with Daniel 2!
1C. The Babylonian Kingdom (2:32, 38). This
kingdom and its king are represented by the
golden head of the image. Thus Nebuchadnezzar is the beginning of Gentile dominion of the
Jew.

2C. The Medo-Persian Kingdom (2:32, 39; 11:2).
This kingdom and its kings are represented by
the breast and arms of silver.

3C. The Macedonian (Greek) Kingdom (2:32,
39; 11:2). Following the Persian rule came the
Macedonian rule under Alexander the Great.
This kingdom is represented in the image of Dan.
2 by the belly and thighs of brass.
4C. The Fourth world Kingdom (2:33, 40-43;
7:19-28). This kingdom is not named in Daniel
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as are the first three, but it is reasonable to
suppose that the kingdom that succeeded Greece
is meant, namely, Rome. This fourth kingdom
is represented by the legs of iron and the feet
and toes of iron and clay, and is by far the
most important kingdom of the four. The fourth
kingdom remains the dominant type of world
rule until the second coming of Christ (2:34-35,
44-45), and includes yet supercedes the char
ateristics of the previous period (Dan. 2:44-45).
Analysis of the description of the fourth king
dom results in a number of observations:
1D. It will be a diverse kingdom (7:23). This
means that the fourth kingdom is different
from anything that had existed prior in
world government. This diversity is de
scribed in Dan. 2 and 7.
2D. It will be a destructive kingdom (2:40). The
Roman army was invincible during the Em
pire period. The symbol is indicative of the
fierce conflicts to rage in the end time, even
as our Lord said, "Nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom."
(Matt. 24:7).
3D. It will be a divided kingdom, yet exceed
ingly powerful (v.41). The picture seems
to present the idea that there will be one
kingdom, a world government, but this king
dom will consist of ten leading kingdoms
under the domination of one man, the Anti
christ (2:44; 7:24; Rev. 13:1).

4D. It will be a disintegrating kingdom (2:4243). Iron and clay cannot adhere to form
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anything permanent. The final form of
world government will indeed be temporary
in character.

5D. It will be a doomed kingdom (2:44-45).
This is the fifth and final kingdom given
in Daniel's prophecy. At the end of Gentile
world-rule Christ will come to establish His
Kingdom which shall endure for a thousand
years on earth, and forever in the new
heavens and the new earth.
2B. The World's Last Great Dictator. An outline of
Bible prophecy would not be complete without a
brief study of the amazing personality of the end
times-the Antichrist. For a brief period this man
will exercise absolute dominion over the nations of
the earth (Rev. 13:7-8). The Scriptures reveal
the following facts about this man.
1C. His varied names. The world's last dictator is
called "the man of sin" (II Thess. 2:30); he
is called "the son of perdition" (II Thess.
2:30); he is called "the lawless one" (II Thess.
2:8). Daniel portrays the character of this in
famous person in Dan. 8:23-25; 11:36-45.
In
Rev. 13:1 he is called "the beast" typical of his
animal or bestial nature.
2C. His universal power (Rev. 13:3-7) . The
"beast" in this section is clearly a person who
exercises control over a ten-kingdom confederacy, and through this coalition dominion over
the whole earth.
3C. His satanic connections (Rev. 13:4). The Anti
christ will be inspired and directed by Satan him
self.
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4C. His ignominious defeat (Dan. 7:21-22, 23-27;
11:45; II Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19-21). There
is no power can thwart the purposes of God or
defeat our glorious Christ. Antichrist arrays the
world against Christ and is defeated at
Armagedon (Rev. 16:12-16).
3B. Russia and the East in the time of the end. There will
be two great invasions of Palestine in the end time.
The first is that of Russia, described in Ezek. 38-39.
The second is that of the Antichrist and his inter
national army, defeated at Armagedon and described
in Dan. 2:44-45; Rev. 16:12-16; 19:11-21). In
these days of Russian influence and Russian domina
tion of Europe it is well for us to study what the
Bible says about this nation. From Ezek. 36-39 note
the following facts:

1C. The Restoration of the Jew in Palestine (36:2237:28). Before the Russian invasion Palestine
will be peopled with multitudes of Jews who
will have inhabited the cities and built up the
land.
2C. The Russian Invasion of Palestine (38:1-16).
This amazing passage lists Russia's allies and
sets forth the motives in the invasion.
1D. Russia's allies (vs. 5-6). These include
Persia, the Balkans (Gomer), Turkey (To
garmah), and "many peoples" (perhaps the
Oriental people over whom Russia is even
now gaining control) . This amazing list
indicates the spread of Communism in the
last days.
2D. The Background of the Russian invasion
(v.3). The real cause of Russia's attack on
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Palestine is God Himself. The Almighty
will select this method of making an open
spectacle of Russia before the eyes of the
world. (38:3,23). God is against Russia
because Russia is against God!
3D. The Major Motives of the Russian Invasion
(38:12). According to this verse Russia
will invade Palestine for two reasons: 1)
"To take a spoil and to take a prey."
Palestine is the richest section of the world !
2) To attack and eliminate the Jews, the
people of God. We are not surprised to
find anti-Semitism coming out of Russia!
3C. The Russian Defeat (38:17-39:20). When
Russia's vast armies are in Palestine God will
shake the world with a tremendous earthquake
(38:19), so that mountains in Palestine will be
leveled. In utter panic and confusion the invaders
will turn on one another and slay one another.
Then will follow "pestilence and . . . an overflowing shower, and great hailstones, fire and
brimstone." (38:22). It will take the Jews seven
months or more to clear their land of bodies
and debris (39:11-16).
4B. The Far East in the Time of the End. There is very
little doubt but that the WesternH emisphere nations
including the United States and Canada will be in
the great coalition of nations under the Antichrist.
Undoubtedly Britain will also be a member of this
confederacy. The future of Russia and the Near
East has been considered under another heading. It
remains now to see whether or not the Bible includes
the Far East, or Oriental peoples in the end-time
picture. There are two remarkable passages dealing
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with this subject, both of which are in the book of
Revelation. (Rev. 9:13-21; 16:12-16).
These
passages depict that from the East huge masses of
soldiers will march westward toward the Holy Land.
These vast armies will come either as allies of Russia
in her invasion, or, on an independent invasion, set
on taking possession of the inestimable wealth of
Palestine.
1C. Note the geographical source of these invaders.
Rev. 9:14-15 indicates that they come from the
region of the Euphrates River-the gateway be
tween the Mediterranean countries and the East.
Rev. 16:12 tells us that these invaders come from
"the sunrising", i.e., from the lands of the rising
sun-from the East!
2C. Note the tremendous size of the invading host
(Rev. 9:16). There will be 200 million soldiers!
No other section of the world than the East
could ever muster such an army as this! But
the Orient, with her teeming millions of people
could easily raise such an army!
3C. Note the use of cavalry (Rev. 9:16-17). The
eastern armies and Russia are the only nations
still using cavalry as a regular part of their
modern military equipment. The Russians used
cavalry in the last war. The North Koreans
used cavalry in their invasion of South Korea!
Conclusion. Again, we are forced to say-these are
wonderful, glorious days in which to be alive! Let us be wise
as We see the day of Christ's coming drawing near. Let us
search the Scriptures; let us maintain the fellowship of the
saints; let us keep in touch with Christ through prayer; let us
labor as best we can in the time yet remaining until He comes.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER X
1. How may we know that we cannot expect a perfectly
pure church in this dispensation?
2. What reasons do we have for holding that Rev. 2-3
give a divinely inspired sketch of the history of the
Christian Church?
3. What is meant by the term "rapture" of the Church?
4. Discuss the manner of the rapture.

5. Briefly discuss the reasons for believing that the rapture
of the church will take place before the Tribulation period.
6. Identify the four kingdoms in Daniel's prophecy.
7. What is the inspired description of the last world govern
ment according to Daniel?
8. What names are given to the coming Anti-Christ?
9. What section of the Bible describes the coming invasion
of the Holy Land by Russia?
10. What is the two-fold motive in the Russian invasion
of Palestine?
11. What will be the result of the Russian invasion?
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CHAPTER

XI

OUTLINE OF BIBLE PROPHECY (Continued)
(PART III)
5A. PROPHECY CONCERNING

THE SIGNS OF CHRIST'S RE

Our Lord does not tell us exactly when He will
return in the clouds to receive His Church. But He
does indicate certain clear signs that the child of God is
expected to identify (Matt. 16:3; 24:33; Lk. 21:28).
That many of these signs are even now pointing to the
nearness of His return all Bible students must agree. It
may be helpful to classify these signs into several categories
as follows: (1) religious signs; (2) political signs; (3)
philosophical signs; (4) social signs; (5) physical signs.
TURN.

1B.Religious Signs. The Word of God speaks clearly
and postitively concerning the developments in the
religious world just prior to His return.

1C. The sign of multiplied cults and isms. (Matt.
24:5, 23-24; I Tim. 4:1. II Tim. 4:3-4). That
false religions are springing up with startling
rapidity and are drawing multitudes after them
is a fact no one would want to deny!

2C. The sign of modernism in the church. (Acts 20:
29; II Tim. 4:1-5; II Thess. 2:3). These last
days will witness increasing unbelief among both
ministers and members of the Protestant church
es. Modernism is an outright rejection of the
cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith-the in
spiration of the Bible, the Virgin Birth of Jesus
Christ, the Blood atonement, the necessity of regeneration for salvation, and the second coming
of Christ. Many ministers today deny some or
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all of these things. As this age draws to a close
very few preachers of the truth will be found,
and comparatively few to listen to them.
3C. The sign of church union. (Rev. 13). In order
for the condition of Rev. 13 to prevail there
must come the development of a universal
church. This development is now under way
in the recent formation of the World Council
of Churches (Amsterdam, 1948). Ultimately
a united Protestantism will merge with rising
Romanism to form the great end-time religious
system.

4C. The sign of Romanism. (Rev. 13, 17-18).
Emanating from Rome this last spiritual dictator
ship, together with the Antichrist, will rule the
world for a short season prior to the Return of
Christ.

5C. Revival of interest in Advent teaching. (Dan.
12:10; Matt. 25:1-13, esp. v. 6). The Christian
church is rapidly being split into two parts on
the issue of the Lord's return. Bible-believers
are holding tenaciously to the clear teaching
of the Word of God. Unregenerate church
members and church leaders are becoming more
and more vociferous in their ridicule of the doc
trine. Our Lord tells us that part of the visible
church will be sound asleep when the "mid
night cry" is sounded forth. Thank God the
others will arouse from their slumber and will
go forth to meet the Bridegroom.
2B. Political Signs. In our study of prophecy concerning
the nations we listed most of these signs. Here, however, we reiterate the teaching for the sake of con-
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tinuity. The formation of the nations in the end-time
and their peculiar contribution to end-time events is
clearly depicted in the Bible.
1C. The Sign of Russia. (Ezek. 38-39) . The student
is asked to review the section in our outline
dealing with this Scripture (Lesson No. 9).
2C. The sign of Britain and the U.S. (Ezek 38:13).
This passage indicates that Britain and the
"young lions" (i.e.. nations springing out of
Great Britain, such as the U.S., will oppose
Russia's suicidal invasion of the Holy Land.
It is interesting to note that of all the nations
in the world Britain and the U.S. have been
largely instrumental in the establishment of Israel
in Palestine as her national home.
3C. The Sign of Israel and Palestine. (See our study
on this subject in lesson No. 8). The return
of Israel to Palestine in this century is a con
clusive proof that we are living in the last days !

4C. The Sign of the UNO. According to Daniel
2:40-45 there is going to be a universal kingdom
in operation just prior to Christ's return. This king
dom will be a confederacy of ten kingdoms.
These ten kingdoms will give their power to the
beast (Antichrist) in the formation of a world
government (Rev. 17:12-13).
Undoubtedly
the leading nations of the world will be members
of this powerful confederacy-nations such as
the U. S. and Great Britain and the nations of
western Europe.
3B. Philosophical Signs. (Col. 2:8; II Tim. 4:4). Under
this head are included those rationalistic teachings
which are in direct opposition to the teaching of the
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Bible. Such teachings are to increase and abound in
the last days.
1C. The Sign of Evolution. In these last days one
of the most influential and destructive of all
"fables" is the theory of evolution. This doctrine
is a direct contradiction of Gen. 1:1, 27-28;
2:7, etc.
2C. The Sign of the Social Gospel. Most modernists
believe that the chief value of Jesus Christ to the
world is His social teaching. These men twist
the teachings of Christ to mean that through
social education the world will become better
and better until the kingdom of God has arrived.
This view is simply the outworking in the social
realm of the theory of naturalistic evolution. But
the Bible makes it clear that such wishful think
ing is false and that the exact opposite is true
(Matt. 24; II Tim. 3:1-5; the book of Revela
tion from 6:1 following).
3C. The Sign of Advent Scoffers. (II Peter 2:3-7).
On the part of Bible believers the doctrine of
the Second Coming will become increasingly
precious. But on the part of unsaved church
members and church-leaders the doctrine will
become increasingly repugnant!
4B. Social Signs. The multitudes of the world are being
organized on a world-scale by subtle and godless
forces in preparation for the coming judgment of
God (Rev. 16:13-14).
1C. The Sign of Abounding Iniquity (Matt. 24:12).
As this age speedily draws to a close there is
a noticeable increase in all manner of evil
divorce, crime, drunkenness, immorality, godless-
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ness, hypocracy, etc. And this is precisely as the
Word of God declares (II Tim. 3:1-5).

2C. The Sign of Increasing Knowledge and Trav el
(Dan. 12:4). This passage has to do with the
marvelous development of modern science and
means of travel and communication. There have
been more important inventions and discoveries
in recent years than in all of human history put
together.

3C. The Sign of Communism, Socialism and Democracy.

You will recall in the image of Daniel 2
that the last form of world government is to be
a combination of iron and clay. The prophecy
deals with politics, that is, with government.
"Iron" symbolizes absolute dictatorship (see
v. 40) thus "clay" represents something weaker
than this in the political sphere. Milder forms of
government in use today are communism, social
ism and democracy. It is more than a coincidence
that in the nations to compose the final world
government, namely, western Europe, Great
Britain, the U. S., etc., these very "clay" ele
ments are all now to be found.

5B. Physical Signs.

The Bible abounds in statements
concerning the great movements and changes in the
natural world in connection with the coming of Christ!
(Matt. 24:7).

1C. The Sign of Famine. (Matt. 24:7). There
have been more devastating and wide-spread
famines in the past 150 years than in all the
18 centuries previous (Encyclopedia Britannica).
In the days immediately before us we may ex-
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pect to witness conditions leading up to the
tragedy of famine.
2C. The Sign of Earthquakes. (Matt. 24:7). The
earthquake will be a common experience during
the coming Tribulation. We can expect that in
the days ahead we shall be hearing and probably
experiencing terrible earthquakes. The number
of earth tremors is becoming increasingly greater,
according to latest reports of seismologists around
the world. (See Rev. 6:12; 8:5; 11:13,19;

16:18).
3C. The Signs in the Heavens. (Matt. 24:29; Luke
21:25-26).
Perhaps the "flying saucers" are
indicative of the coming witness in the heavens
of the coming of Christ. At any rate the future
holds such events as showers of falling stars
(Rev. 6:13) the sun blacked out (Rev. 6:12),
and the moon becoming as blood (Rev. 6:12).

Conclusion. We should not make a study like this and
remain the same. We ought to thank God fervently that
He has been pleased to indicate to us the signs for which
we are to watch as heralds of Christ's coming. We ought
to heed these signs and accept them as infallible proofs of the
Second Coming. We ought to draw men's attention to them
and tell them of the danger they are in without Christ. Above
all we want to make sure that Christ is ours and we are His
so that when He comes we shall be ready to meet Him.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XI
1. Into what five categories may the signs of Christ's Return
be divided?
2. Briefly discuss the five religious signs of Christ's coming.
3. Discuss the four political signs of His coming.
4. Discuss the three philosophical signs of Christ's coming.

5. Briefly discuss the social signs of the return of Christ.
6. What are three physical signs that will indicate the near
ness of the second coming of Christ?
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CHAPTER XII
OUTLINE OF BIBLE PROPHECY (Continued)
(PART IV)
6A. PROPHECY CONCERNING LAST THINGS. In the study
of theology this doctrine is called "eschatology". The
word means simply "last things". Many of the "last
things" predicted in the Bible have already been studied
in our outline course thus far, viz., the second coming of
Christ and related events. In this present study, there
fore, we limit ourselves to individual eschatology and deal
with such subjects as the state of the soul after death,
the resurrection of the body, and the judgment.

1B.The Meaning of Death. Death is a universal experi
ence and the great shadow across the world. The
problem of death has been dealt with by philosophers
through the centuries with many and varied interpre
tations as to its origin and meaning. But when all is
said and done there is only one reliable source of
information about this and every important problem
of life, namely the Word of God, the Bible.

1C. The Nature of Death.

The Bible indicates a
number of important facts as to the nature of

death :

1D. Death is the temporary termination of the
physical organism, the body.

In regard to
the body death is spoken of as a "sleep"
(I Thess. 4:13; John 11:11).
When a
person is sleeping his soul is intact and vital,
but the body is in a state of suspension.
Sleep is, therefore, a fitting symbol of phys
ical death in that the sleeping body is tempor-
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arily unresponsive to its environment. That
the cessation from physical life is only tem
porary for all mankind is clearly taught in
such passages as John 5:28-29;Rev. 20:1115; Acts 24:15.

2D. Death is the temporary separation of body
and soul. (Eccles. 12:7; James 2:26;
John 19:30, etc.). There is no teaching
in the Bible that the soul is ever annihilated.
At death the soul does not cease to exist;
rather, it exists in another place.

2C. The Relation of Sin and Death. The Bible
teaches that death is not a natural thing for man,
nor was it an intended thing for man. Death is
the result of sin.

1D. God promised death as the consequence of
disobedience (Gen. 2:15-17). The pro
hibition God imposed upon Adam was neces
sary and proper as Adam was a free moral
agent and as such must have a choice.

2D. Adam sinned, and, as the Representative of
the human race, brought sin and death into
the world. (Gen. 2:15-17; 3:19; note the
expression "and he died" used over and
over in Gen. 5; Rom. 6:23; 5:12-21) .

3C. The Meaning of Death to the Unbeliever. When
an unsaved man dies his body goes into the grave
to await the resurrection of Rev. 20:11-15.
There is no hope for the man who dies in his
sins (Heb. 9:27, John 3:36; 3:16; Rom. 10:
14-15; John 8:24; Luke 16:19-31; II Peter
2:4; Jude 7, 13; Matt. 7:22-23; 10:32-33;
25:34-46; Luke 12:47-48; II Cor. 5:9-10;
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Gal. 6:7-8; II Thess. 1:8). From these Scrip
tures we see how hopeless is the condition of the
man who dies without Christ. There is no
second chance; no second probation. A man
chooses his heaven or his hell right here in this
life.
4C. The Meaning of Death to the Believer. There
is nothing lovely or beautiful about death. It is
still man's enemy (I. Cor. 15:25-26) . But our
Lord's Resurrection has robbed death of its
The
victory and its sting (I Cor. 15:54-57).
child of God may face death without fear (I
Cor. 15:55); he knows that the Good Shepherd
is with Him through the shadows (Psalm 23);
he knows that death to the believer is to be with
Christ (Phil. 1:21-23; II Cor. 5:6-7). Thus
the Bible teaches that the soul can never die.
When God breathed into man's nostrils the breath
of life and man became a living soul he became
a never-ending being. There is no bigger fool
than the man who commits suicide thinking
thereby that he is "ending it all", or the man
who thinks that when he dies that is "the end".

2B. The Intermediate Abode of the Dead. The question
often arises what happens to a man when he dies?
What becomes of his soul? Where does he go at
death? The Bible, again, is the only source of reliable
and authoritative information on this important subject.
1C. The Old Testament Abode of the Dead. In the
Old Testament the word used to designate the
abode of the dead is "sheol", translated in our
Bibles "hell". A study of the passages where
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this word is used indicates that in the Old Testa
ment dispensation Sheol was the place to which
all the dead went, both good and bad. (Psalm
9:17; Psalm 16:10; Isa. 14:15; Ezek. 31:17;
etc.). Yet the Old Testament also indicates that
for the righteous there was the hope of joy and
peace in Sheol (Num. 23:10; Psa. 16:9,11;
Psa. 17:15; Psa. 49:15; Psalm 73:24; Isa.
25:8), and that for the wicked there was punish
ment, pain and anguish (Job 21:13; Psa. 9:17;
Prov. 5:5; Prov. 7:27; Prov. 9:18; Prov.
15:24; Prov. 23:14; Deut. 32:22; Job 26:6;
Prov. 15:11; 27:20). The only solution to the
problem is that Sheol was really two places
without any possibility of passage between them.
That this is the true view is clearly taught by
Luke 16:19-31. The evident reason why even
the righteous could not enter Heaven at death
is that Christ had not yet died, sins had not yet
been fully atoned for, and the way into the
Holy Place had not therefore been accomplished
(Heb. 9:11-15).
2C. The New Testament Abode of the Dead. Be
fore His death and resurrection our Lord spoke
of Hades as the abode of the dead. "Hades"
in the New Testament is the equivalent of
"Sheol" in the Old Testament. Both words
are translated "hell" in the King James Version.
Luke 16:19ff is the chief teaching of our Lord
on this subject. Here we see that all the dead
went to Hades which was divided into two
parts "Abraham's bosom" where the righteous
went, and the place of torment where the wicked
were.
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1D. Our Lord's visit to Hades. When Jesus died
on the Cross His soul went to Hades, to
the abode of the righteous, or "Paradise."
Jesus told the dying thief that He would
take him that very day to Paradise (Luke
23:43), but later, after His Resurrection,
our Lord stated that He had not yet ascend
ed into Heaven (Jno. 20:17). Where had
He gone? He had gone to the abode of
the righteous in Hades.

2D. Our Lord's removal of Paradise in Hades
to Heaven. When our Lord ascended into
Heaven He emptied the Old Testament
abode of the righteous dead and took them
all to glory with Him (Eph. 4:8-9). Now,
since the Ascension, all those who die in the
Lord go immediately into His Presence in
Heaven (Phil. 1:21-23; II Cor. 5:6-9).
3D. The Present Abode of the Dead. It is our
view, then, upon studying the passages
which bear on the subject, that the dead
in this dispensation are in one of two places:
(1) Heaven, in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ and in fellowship with the
saints of all the ages (John 14:1-3; II Cor.
5:1-10; Phil. 1:21-24). (2) Hades, under
the earth (Isa. 14:9; Ezek. 31:17; Eph.
4:8-9), the abode of the wicked dead of all
ages, a place of torment and anguish (Luke
16; 19ff), and a place of waiting for the
final judgment and the "second death"
Rev. 20:11-15).
3B. The Resurrection of the Dead. The Bible speaks
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of two resurrections (Rev. 20:6; Rev. 20:13-14).
The first resurrection takes place just before our
Lord returns to earth to reign; the second takes place
just after the millennial reign and is associated with
the final judgment of the wicked dead.

1C. The Nature of the Resurrection of the Body.
Every soul that has ever lived and died will one
day experience the bodily resurrection (John
5:28-29; Rev. 20:11-15).

1D. It will be a physical bodily resurrection.
The resurrection of the body will be like the
resurrection of Christ's body. His was a real
bodily resurrection. His disciples could
recognize Him, see Him, handle Him; in
other words His was a physical resurrection
(Luke 24:36-43; John 20:24-29). The
Holy Spirit tells us in Rom. 8:11 that God
will raise our "mortal", i.e., physical body.
2D. It will be a changed physical body. The
identity of the body will not be lost, but the
body will be "fashioned anew" like unto
"the body of His glory". (Phil. 3:21). It
will be a "changed" body different from
our bodies now (I Cor. 15:50-58). There
will be the same difference between our
resurrection bodies and our present bodies
as exists between the seed we sow in the
field and the plant that springs from it (I
Cor. 15:35-49).
2C. The "First Resurrection." The Holy Spirit ex
pressly teaches that there will be two resurrections
by stating that there is to be a first resurrection.
It is impossible to have a "first" without a
160

"second". (Rev. 20:5). A study of the events
associated with the second coming of Christ indi
cate that the "first" resurrection includes several
resurrections all intimately related to His Second
Advent.

1D. The Resurrection at the Rapture. (I Thess.
4:13-18). This resurrection involves only
the righteous dead and the living believers.
It takes place before the Tribulation. (See
Lesson No. 9, p . 3ff.).

2D. The Resurrection of the Tribulation Saints.
There is no Scripture that specifially states
the resurrection of those who believe and
die in the Tribulation period; but these
saints, who are washed in the blood of Christ,
evidently have part in the Church of Christ
Rev. 7:14-15). These believers, therefore
would have part in the resurrection of "those
that are Christ's at His coming" (I Cor.
15:23). All the resurrected saints will return
to earth with Christ and will rule and reign
with Him for a thousand years (Rev. 20:6;
Rev. 5:10).
3C. The Second Resurrection. The last resurrection
will involve all the wicked dead, all those who
died during the millennium, and all those living
at the end of the millennial period. We do not
know just the status of the righteous dead during
this period; Scripture is silent on the subject.
We do know that at the end of the period all those
not involved in the first resurrection will stand
before the great white throne and will be judged
according to their works. (Rev. 20:11-15).
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4B. The Last Tribunal and the End of Time. These
events are depicted in order in Rev. 20-22. We list
the happenings of these three chapters in the order
in which they are given.

1C. The Binding of Satan (20:1-3). This event
takes place at Christ's Second Advent. Satan
is bound for 1000 years, in order that he might
not interfere with Christ's earthly kingdom.
2C. The Millennial Reign (20:4-6). This reign ful
fills all the Old Testament prophecies of the
Jewish Kingdom.

3C. The Last Human Rebellion and the End of
Satan (20:7-10). The Kingdom prophecies be
ing fulfilled, Satan is released from bondage
for a little time. His ability to gather a following
and lead a revolt against the righteous rule of
Christ indicates as the final object lesson and
invincible proof the utter folly of any kind of
permanent peace until the whole present system
is abolished. There must be a new heavens and
a new earth.

4C. The Great White Throne Judgment and the
Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15). All the wicked
dead from the beginning of the world are gathered
before this dread tribunal. Their very lives will
condemn them and all the wicked will be cast
into hell forever! This is but a fitting end to
all those who through the centuries have resisted
God's will, rebelled against His word, crucified
His Son, and refused the witness of the Holy
Spirit!

5C. The New Heavens and the New Earth (21:122-19). In this section we have the inauguration
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of the seventh and last dispensation-the eternal
age. This passage describes the wonders of the
new universe, purged by fire (II Peter 3:12-13),
and made the dwelling place of the Triune God
and His purified people. We find it hard to
conceive of a place without tears, without death,
without sorrow, without crying, without pain
but this is the future for the child of God. We
cannot form any concept of the wonders and in
describable glory reserved for us. We only know
that the inheritance kept in store for God's people,
made possible· by amazing grace and unbeliev
able sacrifice, even the Death of the Son of
God, must be glorious beyond compare.

Conclusion. Do not let this moment go by without ask
ing your own heart, "Do I really love Jesus Christ? Have
I really and truly received Him into my heart as my Lord
and Saviour? Is my name written down in glory, and when
He comes will I be with Him never more to part?" It is
your privilege to avail yourself of everything Christ did for
His people at the Cross and of everything He is doing for
His people now, and of everything He has planned for His
people in the ages to come. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved." (Acts 16:31).
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QUESTION ON CHAPTER XII
1. What does the Bible reveal as to the nature of death?
2. Show the difference in the meaning of death to the be
liver and the non-believer.
3. What does the Old Testament teach as to the abode of
the dead?
4. What is the New Testament teaching on the subject of
the present abode of the dead?
5. Briefly discuss the nature of the resurrection of the body.
6. Distinguish between the first and the second resurrection.
7. Trace the order of events following the return of Christ
to earth until the beginning of the eternal age.
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CHAPTER XIII
HOW TO SUCCEED IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(JOHN 10:10)

Introduction. The text above is one of the choice texts
of the Bible in connection with the Christian life. In the
text our Lord speaks of the "thief", and of the work of this
"thief", namely, to "steal, and to kill, and to destroy." Of
course, the thief is the devil who only brings ruin to the soul.
The thief is also anything and everything that hinders a man
from enjoying God's best. Whatever is contrary to the will
of God, no matter how pleasant or enjoyable it may seem to
be, can result only in tragedy. Unless Jesus Christ is at the
very center of your life your soul's best good is being robbed,
your character is being killed, your life is being destroyed.
No idle words these which fell from the lips of the Saviour!
Christ and Christ alone can give you the abundant life. And
it is the abundant life we wish to consider in outline form in
this lesson.
The Christian life is the only natural and normal experi
ence. It is neither natural nor normal for a man to live out
of fellowship with Christ. But the world is upside-down.
Sin has made man a misfit. He is out of step with God.
He is not at home in God's presence, but is embarrassed in
God's presence. Like Adam in the Garden man is hiding
from the Almighty, and ever since the Fall man has been
playing hide-and-seek with God. But the Saviour came to
find him (Luke 19:10). The Lord Jesus Christ came to
reconcile estranged man back to the Father (II Cor. 5:18-21).
And now, in Jesus Christ, the believer rediscovers the true
meaning of life, he is given the proper perspective, his sense
of values returns to him, and he begins to live the life our
Lord died to make possible-the abundant life.
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In our study let us consider two things: (1) the origin
of the Christian life; and (2) the development of the Christian
life.
1A. THE ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. Sometimes it
is helpful in ascertaining the truth about a subject to
consider it negatively first. Let us then consider the origin
of the Christian life from the negative point of view.
1B. The Origin of the Christian Life Negatively. There
are many mistaken ideas about how a person becomes
a Christian. We list some of these ideas.
1C. The Christian life does not begin by turning over
a new leaf. It is very possible for a man to
reform his life morally without ever becoming a
Christian at all.
2C. The Christian life does not begin simply by de
siring a different kind of life. No man ought
to suppose himself a Christian just because he
is fed-up with his present manner of life and
would like something different.
3C. The Christian life does not begin by coming for
ward in a church service. This act is helpful
and may indicate the beginning of a true Christian
experience, but it does not prove that the person
is a Christian.
4C. The Christian life does not begin by joining the
church. Every Christian ought to unite with a
true Bible-believing and Bible-preaching Church;
but merely uniting with the church does not mean
that the person is saved and a true Christian.
5C. The Christian life is not indicated merely by a
good opinion of the Bible and the Church. A
man might believe in everything the Bible
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teaches and everything the church does and still
not be a Christian.
2B. The Origin of the Christian Life Positively. How,
then, does the Christian life begin? The answer is
very plain the Word of God.
1C. The Christian life begins with God. It is very
natural to think of the Christian life in terms of
our experience. For the Christian his new life
began for him when he gave his heart and life
to Jesus Christ. But, actually, his new life began
before ever the worlds were made. There is a
great mystery connected with God's sovereignty
and His sovereign choice of His people. But
the Christian must remember that the origin of
his new life is a supernatural thing. His new
life begins with God-with God's free choice
(John 6:37; Eph. 1:4, etc.); with God's ir
resistible call (John 6:65; 10:16; Acts 13:48;
Rom. 8:30; 9:11; 9:24; Gal. 1:15; I Thess.
2:12; II Thess. 2:14; Acts 2:39, etc.); and,
with God's regenerating power (John 1:12-13;
II Cor. 5:17 "new creation"; Eph. 2:1, 5,
8-10.
2C. The Christian life begins at the Cross. No man
commences the life of Christ and the life for
Christ until he understands the meaning of the
Cross. (I Cor. 1:18; Gal. 6:14; Co. 1:20;
Matt. 10:38; 16:24). The Cross stands for
death to sin and self.

3C. The Christian life begins with full surrender. A
man does not begin the Christian life until he
has made a total commitment of himself to Jesus
Christ. Full surrender means complete yielded169

ness to Christ as a bondslave to do his will fully,
unquestionably, and persistently. Not until this
total commitment has been made can a person
be said to be living a Christian life. (Rom.
12:1-2; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21).
2A. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. When a
man becomes a Christian he is not only saved from the
guilt and the power of his sin-this is a wonderful and
blessed truth-but he begins a life. The way of Christ
is not just a door into Heaven, it is also a path to follow.
In short, true Christianity is a manner of life. The sincere
Christian is concerned with the development and the per
fection of his Christian life. He is never satisfied with the
status quo. The Bible is replete with commands and
exhortations and encouragements to grow in Christ (I
Cor. 3:1-4; I Cor. 15:58; II Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:11-16;
I Thess. 3:12; 4:1; Heb. 4:11; 5:11-6:3; 12:1-2 ; II
Peter 3:18).
There are four things every believer must keep con
stantly in mind if he is to grow as a Christian. These
four things are: (1) The Word of God; (2) the Will of
God; (3) the Work of God; and (4) the Ways of God.

1B. The Christian and the Word of God. The Holy
Spirit through Peter tells us that the Word is indis
pensable for spiritual growth (1 Peter 2:2). The
Christian receives both instruction and inspiration
through his study of the Bible (II Tim. 3:16-17;
Jer. 15:16). Because the Bible is so essential in
the development of the Christian life the believer
must take care that he give the Bible a central place
in his life. The subject of how to study the Bible
is treated in Lesson No. 5. Reread especially the
material under 6A, on "Rules to follow for profit170

able Bible study." Check your own use of the Bible
by these rules.
2B. The Christian and the Will of God. It is the Chris
ian's bounden duty to seek the will of God in all his
life.

1C.Be assured that God has a purpose for your life.
The very fact that He has put His hand on
your life and brought you to Himself through
Jesus Christ is proof that He has a plan for you.
God has never called a person to Himself to
leave that person to himself. Trace through the
Bible and study the places where the spiritual
history of the men and women of the Bible is
given. You will discover that for every one of
them God had a plan and purpose. Think of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Samuel,
David, Solomon, the twelve Apostles, Paul, etc.
You may not have thought of it, but God has
a plan for your life, too. His plan for you may
not be very glamorous as the world counts glamor;
but His plan for you is very glorious. (Eph.
1:5-6; 2:7; 3:10-11; Rom. 8:28-30).
2C. Be assured that God will reveal His will to you.
(Phil. 2:12). There are a number of ways by
which the Lord directs His people: (1) Defin
itely and specifically through the Word; (2)
Through an inner conviction or overwhelming
desire. In this case the child of God must be
sure that there is nothing in the action proposed
that is contrary to the clear teaching of the Bible.
God never contradicts Himself. He would not
give one command or leading in the Bible and
another to the Christian that is in direct opposi-
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tion to the one in the Bible. (3) Through cir
cumstances. Oftentimes when neither the Bible
nor conviction indicate which course to follow,
circumstances lead into the will of God. He
shuts one door and opens another, and easily
and inevitably places His child where He wants
him. A summary statement of the believer's rela
tion to the Will of God is this: if you really want
the will of God for your life more than you
want anything else you are in it already. There
fore rest there until He is pleased to give you
other directions.

3C. Be diligent in seeking the

will of God for you.
(Acts 22:10). Here, again, the Bible is of in
valuable assistance. It is true that the Bible
may not include the answer to your questions
regarding every decision you have to make. It
may not tell you, for example, as to which
of two fine young Christian men you should
marry, or, as to which of several Christian
schools you ought to attend. The Bible how
ever does set forth certain basic principles that
will guide you in your decisions even in these
difficult matters. But the Bible does indicate
definitely and specifically how the Christian is
to conduct himself as a child of God-and this
is the will of God for you. (I Thess. 4:3).

4C. Be faithful in obeying the will of God. Once
you know what God would have you do, do it,
Let nothing deter you or hinder you. Look
neither to the right nor to the left, but take a
straight course and refuse to deviate. Out of the
will of God and into trouble. There is no holi172

ness and no happiness for you out of the will of
God.
3B. The Christian and the Work of God. It is right here
that many Christians fail. They are diligent and faith
ful in their reading of the Bible. They are seeking
the will of God for their lives. But in the meantime
they do nothing about the work of God. Every
Christian ought to be busy doing something for his
Lord. (1 Cor. 15:58; Matt. 28:18-20). The busy
church offers a number of opportunities to every mem
ber to get busy for Christ: there is the Sunday School,
the public services of the church, the week-day meet
ings, young people's work, missionary societies, men's
brotherhoods, etc. Every Christian can at least seek
to interest others in these departments of the church's
work. Here are a few general rules regarding
service for Christ:
1C. Engage in some definite service for Christ and His
Church. No matter how small a service it may
seem to be make sure you are doing something
for the One Who has done everything for you.
2C. Make it the habit of your life to attend all the
stated meetings of your church. It is this spirit
of loyalty and faithfulness that opens the church
wide for great spiritual blessing. And you will
find that your own spiritual life is deepening as
you enjoy the fellowship of the Church. Never
forget that even attendance at the meetings of
the church is a form of service to Jesus Christ.
(Matt. 10:42).
3C. Strive to be a faithful and wise and generous
steward of the Lord's money. The consistent
use of this grace is an open door to great spirit173

ual power and blessedness. (II Cor. 9:6-8;
8:9; Gal. 6:7-9; Malachi 3:7-10). The rule
for giving is the tenth. Every Christian ought
to give at least a tenth of his income to the Lord.
An acceptable distribution would seem to be a
50-50 basis, that is, fifty percent to the current
work of the church, and fifty percent to the mis
sionary program of the church.
4C. Make it the habit of your life to speak a word
for Jesus Christ and His Church whenever you
can. Study through the book of Acts and note
the word "boldly" or "boldness" in connection
with the witness of the early Christians. We need
that same holy boldness today. (Acts 4:8, 13;
4:29; 4:31; 9:29; 14:3; 19:8; Eph. 6:20;
Mark 8:38).
4B. The Christian and the Ways of God. The mature
Christian is a man who is at peace with Providence.
He does not get discouraged when everything does
not go his way. He does not give up when the going
gets rough. There are some things in this connection
that ought to be kept in mind:
1C.Do not be surprised if you do not understand
everything God does or permits. His ways are
past finding out. As the heavens are higher than
the earth so are God's ways from our ways and
His thoughts from ours. (Isa. 55:8-9; Rom.
11:33-36;
Deut. 29:29). The safest course to
pursue is that of simply resting in the wisdom
and love of God. When you cannot understand
you can trust.
2C. Remember that everything God does is right and
necessary. God cannot make a mistake. He knows
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the end from the beginning. (Gen. 18:25; Rom.
8:28).
3C. Remember that chastening (trouble, sickness,
sorrow, etc.) is ordained of God, and that it is
sent to accomplish a number of things:
1D. To unite us closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
The real Christian never is driven from the
Lord by adversity; rather, such things drive
him nearer (Rom. 8:35-39; Phil. 3:10).

2D. To teach us that this world cannot be to us
a comfortable home. Our citizenship is in
Heaven. God does not want us to get too
much satisfied with things on earth. (Heb.
11:13-16;
John 14:1-3; I Pet. 1:3-4; Phil.
3:20 "conversation" here means "citizen
ship.").
3D. To punish us for sin and to correct us in our
ways. Not all adversity is the result of sin,
but sometimes it is. God is a real Father.
He will not allow sin to go unpunished. His
chastisement is His rod to show His child
that he cannot break the Father's will and
get away with it. (Heb. 12:3-15).
4D. To make us more helpful to others who are
going through deep waters. (II Cor. 1:4).
5D. To test and thus to strengthen the Christian's
faith. (I Peter 1:6-4:12).
Conclusion. Our study has not exhausted the subject of
the Christian life, but perhaps it will suffice to indicate at
least some of the important means to success in that life.
May our Lord Jesus help us to be a credit to Himself and
His Gospel by our evident persistence, with patience and with
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great joy toward that heavenly prize of ultimate perfection
when we shall see Him and be like Him.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XIII
1. Briefly discuss the origin of the Christian life from the
negative view.
2. Indicate the origin of the Christian life from the positive
view.
3. What four things should the believer keep in mind if he
is to grow as a Christian?
4. In what different ways does God make His will known
to the believer?
5. Briefly discuss the four rules regarding Christian service.
6. For what reasons does God bring His chastening hand
to bear upon the Christian?
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CHAPTER

XIV

HOW TO HELP SINNERS TO CHRIST AND
CHRISTIANS TO A CLOSER WALK
Introduction: Every Christian wants to be helpful now
that he has found Jesus Christ to be real and precious to him.
One of the best ways to serve Christ is to try to point others
to Him and also to encourage weaker Christians in their
Christian life. We want to outline in this lesson some of the
helps you may find useful to this end.
1A. QUALIFICATIONSFOR DEALING WITH PEOPLE ABOUT
CHRIST. In order to be successful as a personal worker
for Christ certain spiritual and personal qualifications
are needed.

1B. Spiritual Qualifications.

1C. You must be a born-again Christian yourself.
Ordinarily it is not possible to help anyone else
to an experience that you have not experienced
yourself.
2C. You must be sure that you are saved and on the
way to Heaven. A "hope-so" or "guess-so"
experience will not go very far in convincing
others that Christ can really save.
3C. You must know how you were saved. Base
everything you have to say on the Word of God.
Make sure that the foundation of your own
salvation is the Word of God and not just theory.
4C. You must live and act and talk as a true Christian
is expected to live and act and talk. Let your
life exactly coincide with your profession of
faith in Christ.
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5C. You must be assured that what Christ has done
for you He can also do for any one.
6C. You must be convinced that every person desper
ately needs Jesus Christ. The Christian must
pray that God will burden him with the world's
need, and that He will make the thought of
eternal hell as real as it really is.

7C. You must rely entirely and all together on the
guidance and power of the Holy Spirit.
8C. You must have a working knowledge of the Bible.
The Bible is the only authoritative source of in
formation on the condition, need and remedy of
the soul. Memorize the passages that are use
ful in dealing with the various types of people
you will meet. Be sure to memorize the references,
too, so that you can turn to the passage in the
Bible.
9C. You must know how to pray.
Prayer is de
pendence on the Lord. In all our work for Him
we must live in the very atmosphere of prayer.
Thus we are sensitive to His leading and to
His will.
2B. Personal Qualifications. A Christian's personality
goes a long way in influencing people either for or
against Christ. Happily personality traits may be
governed-bad ones dropped off, good ones added.
1C. You must be sincere and deeply earnest. The
person you are dealing with will know instantly
whether or not you really mean what you say.

interested in the other
person.
3C. You must be sympathetic toward the other per
son's views.
2C. You must be genuinely
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4C. You must be friendly.
5C. You must be courteous and gracious. Whatever
you do never lose your temper.

6C. You must be patient.

Remember how patient
Christ was with you, and still is. Do not hurry
in dealing with a soul.

7C. You must be tactful. Stay clear of controversial
subjects. Never try to force your ideas on the
other person. Use the indirect approach if pos
sible. Lead the other person out. Seek to estab
lish some common ground for discussion. Always
resort to the Word of God.
2A. HOWTO GET STARTED IN WINNING A PERSON TO
CHRIST. There are two types of contact with other peo
ple: (1) the more or less permanent contact, as with a
neighbor or acquaintance; (2) the casual contact with a
stranger. We should know the best way of working with
each of these types.

1B. Work with the Neighbor or Acquaintance. You can
take a more long-range view with this contact than
with the stranger.

1C. Win his friendship.

With acts of interest and

kindness.

2C. Introduce him into the fellowship of the church.
A happy and wide-awake Christian fellowship
will make a tremendous impact on a person who
is just getting interested in spiritual things.

3C. See to it that other members of the church drop
around occasionally for friendly social visits.
4C. At the right moment, after prayer and study,
put the subject squarely up to your friend.
2B. Work with the Stranger.
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Nearly every day most of

us meet someone we could seek to influence for Christ.
Here we must be very careful so as not to offend.
Yet a word spoken in due season will bring forth
fruit.
1C. Strike up a conversation. Get the person talking
on any general theme. You can tell in a moment
what kind of a person he is by the way he talks.
2C. Watch for an opening to lead him out along
spiritual lines. Most people are interested in this
subject. In this day of outspokenness he will
probably give his views on the subject. Then
you may rather casually say something like this:
"You know, I have been interested lately in
reading what the Bible has to say about this
problem, etc." If the person freezes up at the
mention of religion it is usually best not to press
the matter. But pray for him.
3C. Bring the conversation around to Christ. Most
people will talk in general terms about "God."
But it is God in Christ we want folks to meet.
He is the One we want to introduce to our
friend. At this moment you might give your personal testimony. This will go farther than a
thousand other arguments.
4C. Leave with a good tract. It is well to have a
number of neat, well-written, nicely printed
Gospel trats in your pocket or purse. You might
close the conversation with something like this:
"Well, it has been mighty nice to talk with you
today. I have a little folder here you might be
interested in taking with you. I have found it
helpful, and trust that you will, too." (The
little tract advertising the church you attend
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would be good to give. One side of the folder
describes how to be saved.).
3A. THE MOST COMMON OBJECTIONS TO ACCEPTING
CHRIST AND HOWTO MEET THEM. I am not at
tempting to outline all the possible objections with which
you might meet. The objections listed below are the
common ones, however, and the Christian ought to know
how to meet them.

1B. The man who feels no need of a Saviour. Many
sinners evidently do not feel themselves to be in need
of a Saviour, but drift along oblivious of their dread
ful condition.

1C. Show him his need of a Saviour. (Isa. 53:6;
Rom. 3:23; 6:23). Stress the word "all" and
show him that this word includes him.

2C. Show him how much God has already done for
him. (Isa. 53:5-6; Jno. 3:16). Stress the sacri
fice God made and Christ made, and show him
the honest and ethical thing to do is to acknow
ledge that sacrifice.

3C. Show him that the only sin that damns a soul is
the sin of rejecting Jesus Christ. This is the great
est of all sins. (Heb. 10:28-29; John 3:18).

2B. The man who is ignorant of the plan of salvation.
It is amazing how really few people have any con
cept of the biblical method of salvation. Actually
the majority of people today hold some queer notion
of just what salvation is and how to get it. Your first
task, perhaps, will be to show him what salvation is
not, viz., not a new leaf, not making good resolutions,
not going to church or joining a church, etc.; then,
show him what salvation is.
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1C. Salvation is believing that Jesus Christ died to
save sinners. (Luke 19:10; I Tim. 1:15).
2C. Salvation is believing that Jesus Christ died to
save me, a sinner. (Rom. 3:23; Isa. 53:6; II
Cor. 5:21; I Peter 2:24).
3C. Salvation is receiving (trusting) Christ as the
Saviour and loving Him for His work (John
1:12; 3:36; I Peter 1:8).

3B. The man who thinks he is too far gone in sin to be
saved.
1C. Show him that God delights in saving the worst
sinners. (I Tim. 1:15; Luke 19:10; Rom. 5:
6-8).
2C. Show him that Christ died only for sinners. (Isa.
53:6; I Peter 2:24).
3C. Show him that the invitation of Christ stands
good as long as the sinner lives. (Matt. 11:28-30;
John 6:37).

4B. The man who is afraid that he cannot live the Christian
life.
1C. Show him that the new birth is a permanent thing.
If Christ really comes into his heart He will see
to it that there is steady growth and power over
sin (John 6:37; John 10:28-29; Phil. 1:6).
2C. Show him that at regeneration God obligates
Himself to see the Christian through (John 10:
28-29; I Peter 1:5; II Tim. 1:12; Jude 24 ;
II Thess. 3:2; I Cor. 10:13).
3C. Show him that the very spirit of self distrust is
essential for spiritual success; in fact, humility is
necessary to Christian victory. (Prov. 29:23).
4C. Show him that through Christ the believer is en-
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abled to do all things. (Phil.
10:13).

4:13; I Cor.

5B. The Man who cannot give up his sin. More often
than not, the reason a man refuses to give his life
to Christ is because he knows that Christ will call
upon him to give up his sin.

1C. Show him that he cannot have his sin and Christ,
too. (I John 2:15-17; James 4:4; II Cor.
6:14-18).
2C. Show him that his sins are his worst enemy, and
that for his own good he must give them up.
(Gal. 6:7-8).
3C. Show him that when he knows Christ he will not
want his sin; he will have something far better.
(II Cor. 5:17; Phil. 3:1-16).
4C. Show him that Christ will help him to give up
his sins. (Phil. 4:13; I Cor. 10:13; Matt.
28:18).
6B. The man who is hindered by the poor testimony of
professing Christians. Admit that some times a pro
fessing Christian is a poor testimony for Christ. But
remember that this argument is more of an excuse than
an honest difficulty.
1C. Show him that every man stands or falls on his
own relationship to Jesus Christ (Rom. 14:12;
II Cor. 5:10).
2C. Show him that he has a personal responsibility
to Jesus Christ. Christianity is a personal matter.
(John 1:12; 3:36; 3:16; Luke 14:25-26).
3C. Show him that his example is not weak and
fallible man, but the holy, pure and spotless
Saviour. No honest man can find fault with
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Jesus Christ (Heb. 12:1-2).

7B. The man who is looking for feeling before he will
accept Christ.
1C. Show him that the feelings he is looking for fol
low acceptance of Jesus Christ. It is through
believing in Christ and being filled with the Holy
Spirit that the feelings accompanying salvation
are given. (Ga. 5:22; Eph. 1:13; I Peter 1:8).
2C. Show him that acceptance with God is not based
on feelings but on facts. Christ died for sinners.
This is the great fact of the Gospel. Faith in
this Saviour makes a man a Christian whether
he feels like one or not. (Rom. 5:1; John 3:36;
1:12).

8B. The man who thinks he is good enough and does not
need a Saviour.

1C. Show him that without Christ he is classed with
all sinners and will suffer the sinner's judgment.
(Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:23; 3:19-20).

2C. Show him that self-righteousness and "worksrighteousness" are among the greatest sins. (Gal.
3:10; 2:16; Rom. 3:19-20).
3C. Show him that sin is not only overt acts, but a
condition of the heart (Rom. 5:12; Jer. 17:9).
4C. Show him that refusing to accept Jesus Christ
is the greatest sin of all (Heb. 10:28-29).

9B. The man who does not believe in judgment or hell.
1C. Show him that even men with human standards
punish the wrong-doer. How much more shall the
God of all the earth do right and punish sin!
2C. Show him that the Word of God says there is
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punishment ahead for sinners. (John 3:36; 8:21;
24; Rev. 20:11-15).
3C. Show him that God would never have gone to
such limits as the death of His Son on the Cross
if sin and hell were not real (John 3:16; Rom.
8:32).
10B. The man who wants to wait awhile. This is a com
mon argument by the sinner who knows he should be
a Christian but who is not willing to pay the price.
1C. Show him that he cannot be sure of tomorrow
(Prov. 27:1; Luke 12:19-20).
2C. Show him that this is the day of salvation. (Heb.
4:7).
3C. Show him that putting Christ off to some other
time is a hardening process and will make it all
the more difficult to receive Christ later on.
(Heb. 4:7; Prov. 29:1).
4C. Show him that readiness to meet Christ now and
at any time is the wisest policy. (Matt. 25:1-10).
4A. HOWTO HELP CHRISTIANS TO A CLOSER WALK WITH
CHRIST. The Christian has a responsibility, not only to
the unsaved, but also to the saved. Every Christian is
his brother's keeper, and by virtue of this fact must do all
within his power to aid and encourage his brother in the
things of Christ.
1B. How to help the Christian who lacks assurance.
1C. Show him that God wants him to be sure of his
salvation. (John 20:30-31; I John 5:13).
2C. Show him that the Word makes him sure. Some
one has rightly said that the blood makes the
believer safe, and the Word makes him sure.
God tells the believer that he is saved, and that
he is saved forever. (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts
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13:39; Eph. 1:13; John 10:28-29; Phil. 1:6).
3C. Show him that his life and interest are evidence
that he is saved. Only a Christian is concerned
about holiness. The unsaved are not troubled
about their sins unless the Holy Spirit is convict
ing and troubling them in preparation for their
conversion. But if a believer can see a change in
his life, if he now loves holiness and shuns evil, he
may be sure that God has saved him. (II Cor.
5:17; I John 2:15-17).

2B. How

help the Christian who is backslidden.
1C. Remind him of all that Christ has done for him.
to

(Phil. 2:5-11; II Cor. 8:9; Rom. 8:32).
2C. Show

him that the end of backsliding is only
remorse and grief. (Luke 15:13-17; Mark
14:72).

3C. Show

him that he is losing out on his eternal
reward. (Matt 6:19-21; I Cor. 3:12-15).
4C. Show him that he is influencing others away from
Christ. (I Tim. 4:12; Matt. 5:13-18).
5C. Show him how ready Christ is to receive him back
into intimate fellowship again. (Luke 15:11-24;
I John 1:9).

Conclusion: Let us make it our prayer that God will
make us each one exceedingly useful to Him in these closing
days. Let us strive earnestly to be effective soul-winners and
consistent stepping-stones for all around us to a finer Christian
life.
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XIV
1. What are the spiritual qualifications for soul-winning?
2. What are the personal qualifications for soul-winning?
3. List the steps to follow in dealing with a neighbor about
Christ.

4. List the possible steps in dealing with a stranger about
Christ.

5. How would you deal with the man who feels he does
not need the Saviour?

6. How would you deal with the man who is ignorant of
the plan of salvation?
7. How would you deal with the man who thinks he has gone
too far in sin to be saved?
8. How would you deal with the man who is afraid that
he could not live the Christian life?
9. How would you deal with the man who feels that he
cannot give up his sin?
10. How would you deal with the man who has been hindered
from accepting Christ by the poor testimony of some
professing Christian?
11. How would you deal with the man who is looking for
feelings before he will accept Christ?
12. How would you deal with the man who thinks he is
good enough without Christ?
13. How would you deal with the man who does not believe
in hell?
14. How would you deal with the man who wants to wait
awhile?
15. How would you help the Christian who lacks assurance
of salvation?
16. How would you help the Christian who is backslidden?
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